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The Interpretation of “The Great Learning” within the
Korean New Religion Daesoon Jinrihoe

Chung Yunying. Professor, Yuan Ze University, Taiwan.

Abstract: This study focuses on the interpretation and transformation of
“The Great Learning” within the Korean new religion, Daesoon Jinrihoe.
Joseon Dynasty Korea was a member of the Chinese Character Cultural
Sphere in East Asia. The examination and recruitment system of the Yuan
Dynasty influenced the Joseon Dynasty for a long historical period. Zhu
Xi’s (4%F) version of The Four Books were accepted and applied in
imperial examinations during the Joseon Dynasty. The 18th century
Confucian thinker, Jeong Yak-Yong (] /i), overturned and rebuilt his
own system for studying and interpreting The Four Books (VU:EE}). Zhu
Xi and Jeong Yak-Yong’s systems of thought influenced Confucianism
knowledge in that era. The historical figure deified as the Supreme God
by Daesoon Jinrihoe, Kang Jeungsan (ZZ8IL), was trained in the study
of The Four Books within that cultural and philosophical context, and this
is especially evident in his interpretation and transmission of “The Great
Learning.” Kang Jeungsan regarding The Great Learning as deeply
important. That text combined Confucian discourse on Principle, Mind,
and Practice. In his interpretation, 7he Great Learning was also a medical
and religious book that had holy and mysterious powers.

In Mugeuk-do and Taegeuk-do (direct predecessors to Daesoon Jinrihoe),
Jo Jeongsan interpreted the concept of Sincerity and Regularizing the Mind
and incorporated them into doctrine as ‘Sincerity, Respectfulness, and
Faithfulness’ and ‘Guarding against Self-deception.’

Park Wudang practiced and spread those doctrines to Korea, and Daesoon
Jinrihoe devotees continue to follow those doctrines in present times.
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