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Daesoon Jinrihoe as a Nativist Millennialism :

A Comparative Study of East Asian New Religious
Movements

Ting Jenchieh. Researcher, Academia Sinica, Taiwan.

Abstract: The nations of East Asia have similar historical backgrounds in
terms of going through modernization during the nineteenth century. All
of them commonly experienced socio-political hardships. Three of the
most prosperous East Asian new religions, Yiguandao, Tenrikyo, and
Daesoon Jinrihoe, all emerged under similar socio-political circumstances
during the nineteenth century. There was no mutual interchange, but the
cosmological perspectives share some analogous ideology. All of them
were types of nativist millennialism. The ultimate goal in all three is
redeeming lost elements by magical means—the sudden disappearance of
invading forces, the return of miystical heroes or messiahs, and an altered
landscape. As Stark said, although it is impossible to calculate the actual
rate of success, probably no more than one religious movement out of
1,000 will attract more than 100,000 followers and last for as long as a
century. By this standard, these three groups are certainly worthy of being
studied. This paper will examine and compare these three groups through
four dimensions: the Messiah’s eschatology, the re-interpretation of that
eschatology after the Messiah’s death, the rational transformations of
millennial dreams, and the institutionalization of those millennial dreams.
Analytically, I could demonstrate the differences among these groups
through two dimensions: (1) The dimension of time, which can be
conceptualized in terms of this-worldly or other-worldly; and (2)
Collective vision, which can be conceptualized in terms of utopia or
reform. The cross-classification of these two dimensions is suggestive of
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the general avenues of Millennialism. Through these comparisons and
observations, light will be shed on the essence and dynamics of East
Asian Millennialist Thought by exploring deeper cultural implications.

Key words: Nativist Millennialism, Daesoon Jinrihoe, Yiguan Dao, Tenrikyo,
New Religious Movements
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