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m Abstract

The Relationship between Daesoon Thought and
Prophecies of Jeong Gam: Emphasizing the Chinese
Poetic Sources Transfigured by Jeungsan

Park Sang-kyu

Senior researcher, Asia Research Center of Religions

It has been suggested that Jeungsan's prophetic poem that
starts with the verse “For about seven or eight years, there will
be a castle in the ancient country [+/\FERIEEIH] - originally
comes from Prophecies of Jeong Gam (&[#8%). Despite Jeungsan,
himself, obviously having been critical of that text, this claim has
become the basic grounds for discourse suggesting that Jeungsan
was not only interested in FProphecies of Jeong Gam but also
considerably influenced by the text. However, the claim itself was
formulated due to misunderstandings of the Chinese poems that
had been included in A Compilation of Secret Prophecies Hidden
n the Family—clan of Seogve (Tai%5ER). These poems pursue
a different ideological orientation than the poem from PFrophecies
of Jeong Gam. Ultimately, the Chinese poem in the verse 84 the
chapter titled, Prophetic Elucidations in 7he Canonical Scripture of
Daesoon Jinrihoe cannot provide a basis for the claim that

Jeungsan was strongly influenced by FProphecies of Jeong Gam.
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This claim that Prophecies of Jeong Gam made a deep impact
on Jeungsan and Daesoon Thought was based on three other texts
outside of those that appear within verse &84 of Prophetic
Elucidations. The first supposedly—related line is: “Heaven opens
at the period of the Rat (Ja ), Earth opens at the period of the
Ox (Chuk #), humankind starts at the period of the Tiger (Ihn
®).” This line comes from from Shao Kangjie's Book of Supreme
World Ordering Principles (2fB#&tt), and the line could be quoted
idiomatically as an expression in the Joseon Dynasty. Accordingly,
attempts to relate Daesoon Thought to Frophecies of Jeong Gam
are a distortion that arise from the assumption that Jeungsan had
a significant interest in Frophecies of Jeong Gam.

The second related line is “At the foot of Mount Mother (BHE
L11), a golden icon of Buddha has the ability to speak [RFHELUT £
#gE=].” That line is nearly identical to the verse “On the summit
of Mount Mother, a golden icon of Buddha has the ability to speak
[BFELLEE €8S ]. Yet, Jeungsan changed ‘88 (du, the summit)’
to “F (ha, the foot or under)” and express his own unique
religious prophecy. This allusion to the prophecies of Jeong Gam
1s actually a criticism designed to disprove the earlier prophecy.

Third, is the verse, “The form of Buddhism, creation of daoism,
and propriety of Confucianism [{#ZEE L& V&2 FLET],” which
1s characteristically related to Daesoon Thought. This verse can
only be found in the prophetic text, Prophecies of Chochang (&
SR, and it is provided a main source when alleging that
Prophecies of Jeong Gam was an influence on Daesoon Thought.
However, considering the context of Prophecies of Chochang and

the year of its publication (it is assumed to be compiled after
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1950s), this does not hold water as Jeungsan had already passed
into Heaven several decades before that time. This disqualifies
the verse from being a basis for asserting FProphecies of Jeong
Gam as an influence on Daesoon Thought. Contrary to the original
assertion, there is a considerable amount of evidence that
Prophecies of Chochang absorbed aspects of Daesoon Thought,
which were simply revised in a novel way.

There is no truly compelling evidence underpinning the
argument that FProphecies of Jeong Gam had a unilateral impact on
Daesoon Thought. There seems to be a great deal of confusion
and numerous misinterpretations on this matter. Therefore, the
claim that Daesoon Thought, as developed by Jeungsan, was
influenced by the discourse on dynastic revolution and feng shui
contained in Frophecies of Jeong Gam should be re—examined at

the level of its very premise.

Key Words: A Compilation of Secret Prophecies Hidden in the
Family-clan of Seogye, Daesoon Thought, For about seven
or ecight years, there will be a castle in the ancient
country, Jeungsan, Poems of Samdobong, Prophecies of
Chochang, Prophecies of Jeong Gam
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