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m Abstract

The Study of the Origin and Transformation of
the Arts of the Dao in The Canonical Scripture

Hsieh Tsung-hui
Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

The purpose of the paper is to analyze the developmental
background and practical approaches to the arts of the Dao (GEff7
dosul) in Daesoon Jinrihoe (KXKEFEE) by tracing this concept
back to its source and comparing and contrasting Daesoon
Jinrihoe’s usage of ‘arts of the Dao’ with the usage found in
traditional Daoism.

The paper is divided into a preface, conclusion, and two body
sections. Especially significant discoveries appear in the second and
third sections. In the second section, the Daoist concept of Alterable
and Unalterable Degree Numbers GEEFFEZX yundudingshu, ‘degree
numbers’ suggesting ‘fate’ or ‘destiny’) allows for a comparison
between the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth (CRHhAZE
cheonjigongsa) from Daesoon Jinrihoe's 7he Canonical Scripture (#1
#& jeon—gyeong) and the Opening of Calamities to Save Humanity
(BEEIEE A kaijieduren) in Daoism. Here discourse can be provided
regarding the cause of calamities (%] jie’ in Chinese and ‘geop in
Sino—Korean). Additionally examined are the deep grievances
between divine beings and humans and the cosmic cycles of growth
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and decay as both of these relate to the reason for calamities.

As for the resolving of calamities, there are two differing
perspectives proposed by Daesoon Jinrithoe and traditional Daoism.
Daesoon Jinrihoe believes that Kang Jeungsan (ZE8fL) led
changes and renewal through the Reordering Works of Heaven and
Farth. In this context, clergy and laity play roles as assistants.
However, Daoism emphasizes gaining merit from the recitation of
scriptures and the collective participation of immortals rather than
relying completely upon divine intervention from the Celestial
Worthy of the Primordial State (JT#A&X& yuanshi tianzun).

In the third section, ‘The Origin and Application of the Arts of
the Dao (&7 daoshu), analysis is provided regarding the origin
and connotation of five directional generals (Z A% wufangjiang),
the twenty—four generals (Z+P9i&% ershijiang), the twenty—eight
generals (Z+/\}§§ ershibajiang), and the forty—eight generals (P4
+/\}## sishibajiang). Likewise examined is the relationship between
the arts of the Dao in 7he Canonical Scripture and Thunder Rites
in the Shen Xiao Lineage GEZUWEEIL daojiao shenxiao leifa) of
Daoism. Lastly, some points are made about the operation of two
ceremonies: The Ceremony of Transformation and Pacing GEFEE
= dunjiabugangyishi) and Divination through the Formula Disc of
the Six Ren Gods (ZSERMEh b~ liuren shipanzhanbu).

Key words: Jeon-gyeong (The Canonical Scripture), Daoshu, Daoism,

Daesoon Jinrihoe
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