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m Abstract

The Appropriation of East Asian Mythology and
Literature in Jeungsan Theology

Jung Jae-seo

Professor Emeritus, Ewha Woman’s University

In this paper, we investigated the principle of appropriation by
which mythology and literature were accepted in the unique
religious context of 7he Canonical Scripture (Jeongyeong BHfX).

First, we knew that almost all of the gods that appeared in the
discourse of Kang Jeungsan (ZE&fLL) were related to Eastern Yi
(33) mythology and deeply rooted in folklore. This is because
the cultural tendency and historic consciousness of Kang Jeungsan
was influenced by Danhakpa (the Danhak School FHEK).

Secondly, when we investigated the acceptance of literature into
The Canonical Scripture, we discovered that Tang Poetry (FE:H),
Romance of the Three Kingdoms (Sanguoyanyi —=Ej&Z), and
Journey to the West (Xiyouji #izsc) were widely accepted in
Kang Jeungsan's discourse. These works were used in diverse
ways such as predictions, healing, and meditation. We knew that
popular classical work like these were religiously appropriated in
the context of 7he Canonical Scripture.

Lastly, we investigated the mechanisms by which mythical and
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literary imagination was transformed into the Jeungsanist religious
movements. Those mechanisms included the magical power of letter
and images, sense—cognition of poetry, and the representational
ability of mimesis.

In conclusion, mythical and literary imagination helped Jeungsanist
religious movements gain popularity and spread Kang Jeungsan's
soteriology. This is especially true of how it transformed into
unique religious techniques which functioned as key elements of the
Reordering Works (AZ5).

Key Words: Myth, Literature, Appropriation, Sense-cognition, Mimesis
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