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Daesoon Thought from the Perspective of Yulgok’s
Theory of Reason and Energy

Li Hongjun. Professor, Yanbian Uiniversity, China.

Abstract: Daesoon Thought (AGEAY) emerged from indigenous Korean
religion during the Joseon Dynasty. Thinkers within this tradition took
Kang Jeungsan (ZZfI1I secular name Kang Il-Sun 22— 1871~1909) as
their Highest God (-#) and The Canonical Scripture (M) as their
main scripture. The Tenets, Four Cardinal Mottoes, Three Essential
Attitudes, and Aims of Daesoon Thought are related to the concepts,
categorical thought, and structure found in Confucianism. In particular,
terms such as The Virtuous Concordance of Yin and Yang (F&F55{E),
gods and humans* (A *also ‘divine humans’ in some contexts), Dao
Governance (iH#%), Quieting the Mind and Quieting the Body (Z0yZH),
and Sincerity, Respectfulness, and Faithfulness (H#(5) are all widely
used in Confucianism.

This paper will examine Daesoon Thought from the perspective of the
Confucian Thinker, Yulgok (4:#+), and more specifically, his Theory of
Reason and Energy (PH3i) and its key concepts: The Wondrousness of
Reason and Energy (PES.21P), Triggered Energy Transports Reason (%
FEPE9E), and Reason Pervades and Energy Delimits (HL%Um). It will be
shown that Daesoon Thought shares essentially the same thinking and
reasoning, and as such, the two systems are organically connected.
Furthermore, both schools of thought pursue harmonious adjustment and
emphasize practice. Although this study may contain suggestions which
seem far-fetched when compared to previous studies, it investigates
Daesoon Thought from the perspective of Neo-Confucian discourse on
Nature and Principle (P£#), which had great value in the mainstream
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culture of Korea’s Joseon Dynasty. Given that Daesoon Thought and
Neo-Confucianism both are forms of traditional thought, there is bound to
be some connection between them.

Key words: Daesoon Thought, The Wondrousness of Reason and Energy,
Expelled Energy Transports Reason, Reason Pervades and
Energy Delimits, Dao Mastery and Expanded Capacity
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