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Abstract

The excavations of Tombs Nos. 2 and 3 in Daeri-ri, Uiseong within the tomb
complex on Geumseongsan Mountain revealed grayish-white organic matter
of an undetermined shape and use beneath some horse tack. Stereoscopic
examination revealed the matter to be decayed rice bran. That the matter was
found spread beneath a saddle and the findings of microscopy suggest that
the rice bran was used as filler for a saddle cloth that was placed underneath
the saddle to reduce the friction between the saddle and the horse. The exact
shape and composition of the filler are difficult to verify due to the lack of
related organic matter other than the rice bran. Further discovery of rice bran
along with horse tack in different situations will provide an opportunity to more
closely investigate the precise uses of the rice bran found in ancient tombs.
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