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Perception and production of Mandarin lexical tones
in Korean learners of Mandarin Chinese

Sungsil Ko - Jiyoun Choi*

Department of Social Psychology, Sookmyung Women’s University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

Non-tonal language speakers may have difficulty learning second language lexical tones. In the present study, we explored
this issue with Korean-speaking learners of Mandarin Chinese (i.e., non-tonal first language speakers) by examining their
perception and production of Mandarin lexical tones. In the perception experiment, the Korean learners were asked to
listen to the tone of each stimulus and assign it to one of four Mandarin lexical tones using the response keys; in the
production experiment, the learners provided speech production data for the lexical tones and then their productions were
identified by native listeners of Mandarin Chinese. Our results showed that the Korean learners of Mandarin Chinese had
difficulty in perceptually distinguishing Tone 2 and Tone 3, with the most frequent production error being the
mispronunciation of Tone 3 as Tone 2. We also investigated whether unfamiliar non-native phonemes (i.e., Chinese
phonemes) that do not exist in the native language phonemic inventory (i.e., Korean) may hinder the processing of the
non-native lexical tones. We found no evidence for such effects, neither for the perception nor for the production of the
tones.
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7t ks RS HolFgit). o]gst AT A= Ax FH5
gt zlo] Sl o]l E sl e A= A4S 3 ATE 2
Q7 & AFElETE
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