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Abstract This Study is to survey the factors affecting the knowledge and attitudes of dental hygiene
students toward the elderly The subjects were 258 dental hygienists student who attended from May 13
to May 31, 2019. The statistics program was SPSS win 22.0. The overall average of knowledge about
the elderly was 10.62 out of 25 points. The overall average of attitude toward the elderly was 3.15 point.
The factor affecting the attitude toward the elderly was the interest in oral health problems for the
elderly. The factor affecting the attitude toward the elderly was the elderly volunteer experience.
Therefore, education and programs on the knowledge and attitudes of the dental hygiene students

toward the elderly are considered necessary.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of variables

Variables Mean£SD

Physical and physiological areas 6.86+2.25
Psychological areas 1.68+1.40
social familial areas 2.07£1.54

Total knowledge of the elderly 10.621+3.75
Attitude toward the elderly 3.15+0.41
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Table 2. Knowledge and attitude toward the elderly
according to general characteristics

Knowledge Attitudes
Characteristic | N(%)
MeanxSD torF Mean=SD tor I
(p) ()
1 31 10.41 3.15
(BLA) | g0 +0.44
5 | 80 11.50 3.21
3 00 +0.
e Gradel L0 £330% | sar0 | O | 007
5 70 10.51 (0.018) 3.09 (0.351)
(270 ] 445020 +0.34
2|2 8.96 3.15
(10.5) | 45600 +0.28
Yes 90 10.23 3.14
g No 168 10.83 (0.240) 3.15 (0.856)
(65.1) +3.52 +0.40
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Table 3. Correlation between knowledge and attitude
toward the elderly

Characteristic Knowledge Attitudes
Knowledge 1
Attitudes 0.235 1
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Table 4. Factors influencing the knowledge of the elderly

Variables B SE B t p

Elderly oral health
concerns

1.277 | 0.470 | 0.167 | 2.716 | 0.007

F= 7.374 Adjusted R* = 0.024
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Table 5. Factors influencing attitudes toward the elderly

Volunteer experience for the
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