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Validity and Reliability of the Korean Version of the Ethical Sensitivity
Questionnaire for Nursing Students
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to evaluate the validity and reliability of the Korean version of the Ethical
Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students (KESQ-NS). Methods: The participants were 138 nursing students
who have experience in clinical practice. The Korean version of ESQ-NS (KESQ-NS) was examined using content
validity, construct validity, criterion-related validity, and testing of internal consistency reliability. Data were collected
from November to December of 2019 through an online-survey. Results: The KESQ-NS that was composed of 13
items was divided into three dimensions: Critical understanding of the patient, patient holistic care, patient privacy,
and confidentiality. The instrument explained 67.9% of the total variance for ethical sensitivity. Cronbach’s a was
.88. Conclusion: The KESQ-NS showed good validity and reliability. This instrument can be used to evaluate ethical

sensitivity in nursing students in Korea.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants (N=138)

Variables Categories n (%) or M£SD
Gender Female 121 (87.7)
Male 17 (12.3)
Age (year) <25 126 (91.3)
>25 12 (8.7)
2212+1.71
College year 3rd 68 (49.3)
4th 70 (50.7)
Religion Yes 43 (31.2)
No 95 (68.8)
Satisfaction on Very unsatisfied 1(0.7)
major Unsatisfied 7(5.1)
Neutral 44 (31.9)
Satisfied 72 (52.2)
Very satisfied 14 (10.1)
Education on ethics ~ Yes 124 (89.9)
No 14 (10.1)
Cognition on code Yes 93 (67.4)
of ethics No 45 (32.6)
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Table 2. Exploratory Factor Analysis

ahrolg ESQ-NS =] that W& EHE A% A, 13
719 B9 2700 0ltt0 2 A1 £

o 632 f%ﬂ s =4 2 EQ]-O}——J.]- 4 A} A5 5
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SO A ol A] ‘Bz o} Zho] AubE Z7ko A gl A E T

E.

2) 74 B
£ Aol o 718 S0 R 9 A7) 28 it
Zou}, B0 ETehY S halo.R Ak gThs Yol

(N=138)

Items

Factor

2

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.
13.

Railing is placed around a bed to prevent the patient from falling out.

Although a postoperative patient has refused postural changes due to pain, postural changes are
performed to prevent postoperative complications.

. Although a terminally ill patient has refused postural changes due to respiratory discomfort caused by

moving, postural changes are performed every two hours due to the high risk of pressure ulcers.

. An elderly patient who had said he/she wanted to go home was placed in facility because he/she had

no relatives who could care for them at home.

. A sensor mat is placed at the bedside of a patient who had fallen once in the ward.

. You allowed a patient with dementia to stay at the nurses' station while sitting in a wheelchair with the

safety-belt fastened.

. To administer medication to a patient with dementia who refuses medication, it is mixed with a drink

without the patient's knowledge.

. A terminally ill patient wished to use the bathroom for elimination, therefore, two nurses took the

patient to the bathroom and aided.

A bedridden patient who had always received a bed bath pleaded to take a regular bath; therefore, three
nurses assisted the patient in taking a regular bath.

To accommodate the eating speed of patients with dysphasia, you provide eating assistant that involves
uninterrupted supervision for at least one hour.

A patient under your care who was of the opposite sex had refused to let you watch over him/her when
he/she showered; however, you did so after persuading him/her to allow you to.

Reporting the condition of a patient under your care to the nurse in charge in a multi-bed hospital room.

Reporting the details of the patient care to a clinical leader in the corridor.

Correlation among factors

1
2
3

0.71
0.83

0.80

0.74

0.61

0.20
0.33

0.55

0.50

0.79

0.78

0.62

0.49

0.66

0.85
0.90

KMO=0.80; Bartlett's test of sphericity x’=1014.56, p < .001.
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3) FA B =

KESQ-NS =9} €] 2] A Afo| o] A E At
BAHBEE HF5ATH £ dAtoA= Kim#} Joung [18]
of qiollA] ZhEcfebl g hAbe.2 A €24 Wy =
“*(Ethical sensitivity) 2}-2] AFHHA| S 215}t 2 A9
22 = KESQ-NS&} ES8] Pearson AFA| 4= 42 (<.001)
o]{it}(Table 3).

Table 3. Correlation between the Korean version of the Ethical
Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students (KESQ-NS)

and the Ethical Sensitivity (ES) (N=138)
. KESQ-NS
Variable
r(p)
ES 42 (<.001)

KESQ-NS=Korean version of the ethical sensitivity questionnaire for
nursing students; ES=Ethical Sensitivity.

4 MEE 4

ol¥

AT = A== S FolA E ddd= 2
°lo]—7] 93}o] Cronbach’s o & Z43}9th KESQ-NS =
JAFE=E AST A, =79 AA 1323 tigt A==
A4 880]%or, 2QlHZ = 2211=.81, 2912=.81, 89|
3=870.% Ueht, £ AR A EL £ 450050
(Table 4).
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Table 4. Korean version of the Ethical Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students Scores (N=138)
Factors Items M#SD  Cronbach's a
Critical Railing is placed around a bed to prevent the patient from falling out. 4.71£0.57 0.81

understanding . . .
. Although a postoperative patient has refused postural changes due to pain, 4.30+0.81
of the patient . s
postural changes are performed to prevent postoperative complications.
Although a terminally ill patient has refused postural changes due to respiratory ~ 3.88%1.00
discomfort caused by moving, postural changes are performed every two hours
due to the high risk of pressure ulcers.
An elderly patient who had said he/she wanted to go home was placed in facility ~ 3.924+0.94
because he/she had no relatives who could care for them at home.
A sensor mat is placed at the bedside of a patient who had fallen once in the ward.  4.37+0.84
Factor 1 sum scores 4.2610.64
Patient holistic You allowed a patient with dementia to stay at the nurses' station while sittingin ~ 4.01+0.96 0.81
care a wheelchair with the safety-belt fastened.
To administer medication to a patient with dementia who refuses medication, itis 3.51%1.26
mixed with a drink without the patient's knowledge.
A terminally ill patient wished to use the bathroom for elimination, therefore, two 4.01+0.92
nurses took the patient to the bathroom and aided.
A bedridden patient who had always received a bed bath pleaded to take a 3.78+£0.99
regular bath; therefore, three nurses assisted the patient in taking a regular bath.
To accommodate the eating speed of patients with dysphasia, you provide eating ~ 3.59+1.04
assistant that involves uninterrupted supervision for at least one hour.
Factor 2 sum scores 3.78%+0.79
Patient privacy A patient under your care who was of the opposite sex had refused to let you 3.36+1.24 0.87
and watch over him/her when he/she showered; however, you did so after
confidentiality persuading him/her to allow you to.
Reporting the condition of a patient under your care to the nurse in charge in a 2.87+1.54
multi-bed hospital room.
Reporting the details of the patient care to a clinical leader in the corridor. 2.68+1.58
Factor 3 sum scores 2.974+1.30
Total sum scores 3.78£0.70 0.88
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Appendix. Korean version of the Ethical Sensitivity Questionnaire for Nursing Students
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