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Two Unrecorded Species of Sharks in Korean Waters
Youn Choi and Min Yeong Im*

Department of marin Biology, Kunsan National University, Kunsan 54150, Korea

Two shark species captured in Samcheok in 2006 and Ulsan in 2013, previously reported as Heptranchias perlo and
Alopias pelagicus, were confirmed to in fact be Hexanchus griseus and A. superciliosus, respectively, neither of
which has previously been reported in Korea. H. griseus has six gill slits and is thus distinguishable from Heptran-
chias perlo, which has seven gill slits. A. superciliosus is clearly distinguishable from A. pelagicus and A. vulpinus,
members of the family Alopiidae, due to its large eyes and a groove extending from the center of the head to both
eyes. The keys to the family Hexanchidae, including H. griseus, and the family Alopiidae, including A. superciliosus,
were presented along with the morphological characteristics of these two new shark species. These two species were
given the Korean names “Gi-reum-sang-co” and “Keun-nun-hwan-do-sang-eo,” with reference to their morphologi-

cal characteristics and English names.
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Fig. 1. Photo (A, B, C) catched from Sam-Cheok and Illustration
(D) of Heptranchus griseus (Bonnaterre) (drawing from Compag-
no, 1984).
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Fig. 2. Photo (A, B) catched from Ul-San and Illustration (C) of
Alopias superciliosus Lowe (drawing from Compagno, 1984).

s/ foteent deFEol gk Mol = HlolA 4 of
7hul g & 2.2 71 o) o]ofRlTh A|1S A = m| o] T
B2 7k A= F 2R x| =] 7)o B ZPA 9
ARtk &2 SAME Wil SR W2 A U
wE: B A, dE EH (@74} (Nakabo,
2002), -2]utet S8l (=4
S A
la. t£0] 27 j2] Fobret 1] SIATTE. = oA of7}
vl g% 708 Fol ojolAleh. A1EA L en] 1A= 7}
Ao st WA = 2ulo] & 7V PR o
--------------- Alopias superciliosus T-=2H= 0] (A1%])
1b. 320 231 vl2] Foto] Azt = SlolA] obrhu] gz,
2 2& Hol ek, A1 5A 2] AL WA e}
ZRER| L u]of B 7P YGAITICE, e 2
2a.%50) ST o] Yre Alzto] E9ig AAWE o} 27]
%=t YT (labial furrows)o] giT. Fe|&|=2ju] 4
219) 55l steke] 2oj7h u]e] 1s ofstolck, -
.......................................... A. pelagicus SF=AYo]
2b, SAeju]o] SAAT BRo| P Alo] 7l 2fn) 3
oA Feg AAZ o2} YEFE0l AUtk MelA
] FHef sh g sieke] dol7} v are] 1/3-1/201tt
.................................... A. vulpinus S 8HEA}o]

References

Bloch ME and JG Schneider. 1801. Systema ichthyologiae

iconibus cx illustratum. Berlolini :Sumtibus auctoris impres-
sum et Bibliopolio Sanderiano commissum 2, 584. https://
doi.org/10.5962/bhl title.5750.

Bonnaterre PJ. 1788. Tableau encyclopédique et méthodique des
trois régnes de la nature ichthyologie. Paris :Chez Panck-
oucke, 215. https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.11660.

De Buen F. 1960. Tiburones, rayas y quimeras en la Estacion de
Biologfa Marina de Montemar, Chile. Rev Biol Mar Ocean-
ogr 10, 1-50.

Choi Y. 2016. Sharks of Korea. Marine Biodiversity Institute of
Korea, Seochun, Korea, 223.

Chyung MK. 1977. The fishes of Korea. IL JI SA Publishing co.,
Seoul, Korea, 727.

Compagno LJV. 1984. FAO species catalogue. Sharks of the
world. FAO fisheries synopsis 125, 1-655.

Compagno L, M Dando and S Fowler. 2005. Sharks of the
world. Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ, U.S.A.,
368.

Jordan DS and CH Gilbert. 1880. Description of a new species
of notidanoid shark (Hexanchus corinus), from the Pacific
coast of the United States. Proc U S Natl Mus 3, 352-355.
https://doi.org/10.5479/s1.00963801.3-167.352.

Kang CB, Lee WJ, Kim JK and Jung GH. 2015. A new record
of the pacific sleeper shark, Somniosus pacificus (Squali-
formes: Somniosidae) from the western margin of the East
Sea, Korea. Korean J Ichthyol 27, 45-49.

Lowe RT. 1841. Describing certain new species of Madeiran
fishes, and containing additional information relating to
those already described. Proc Zool Soc Lond 8, 36-39.

Nakamura H. 1935. On the two species of the thresher shark
from Formosan waters. Mem Fac Sci Agric Taihoku Imp
Univ 14, 1-6.

Nakabo T. 2002. Fishes of Japan with pictorial keys to the spe-
cies, English edition II. Tokai University, Hadano, Japan,
1348-1349.

Nakaya K. 2016. king of the ocean. Sharks. BOOKMAN-SHA,
Tokyo, Japan, 214-233.

Risso A. 1826. Histoire naturelle des principals productions de
I’Europe méridionale, et particulicrement de celles des en-
virons de nice et des alpes maritimes. Paris, Levrault FG 3,
480. https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.58984.



