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Jefferson Society as Panopticon Mechanism:
Focused on Light in August
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to rethink the common theme that penetrates Faulkner's
authorship. That is to say, does his authorship come from “being white”? To answer this
question, I try to look into “otherness’/violence against others through re-reading Light in
August. By borrowing the idea of “panopticon’ mechanism in Michel Foucault's Surveiller et
Punir, 1 will examine the process of justifying the violence against others, especially blacks.
Through this process, I try to research the one side of Faulkner's Southern myth which was
riddled with the history of pillage and violation of black people’s rights. In Light in August, 1
will compare Jefferson society which encircles Joe Christmas to panopticon mechanism derived
from Michel Foucault's Surveiller et Punir. Jefferson society as a designer of surveillance system
and an executor as well ceaselessly surveils Joe Christmas’s otherness/difference or blackness
and tries to punish him whenever they can. With this mechanism, I try to explain that writer’s
repetitive narration of collective amoral behavior such as lynch comes from his anxiety and
conscience about his dark side Southern history.
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He[Eupheus]found them like he had known all the
time just where they would be, like him and the man
that his gal told him was a Mexican had made a date to
meet there. It was like he knew. It was pitch dark, and
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even when he caught up with a buggy, there wasn’t any
way he could have told it was the one he wanted. but
he rode right up behind the buggy... Grabbed him by one
hand and held the pistol against him with the other and
shot him dead and brought the gal back home behind
him on the horse. He left the buggy and the man both
there in the road|8].
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He[McEarchern] rode at that same speed straight to
the place which he sought and which he had found out
of a whole night and almost a whole half of a county,
though it was not that far distant.(LA 153)
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they believed aloud that it was an anonymous negro
crime committed not by a negro but by Negro and who
knew, believed, and hoped that she had been ravished
to: at least once before her throat was cut and at least
once afterward...and some of them with pistols already
in pockets began to canvass about for someone to
crucify. (LA 216-17)
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But the Player was not done yet. When the others
reached the kitchen they saw the table flung aside now
and Grimm stooping over the body. When they
approached to see what he was about, they saw that
the man was not dead yet, and when they saw what
Grimm was doing one of the men gave a choked cry and
stumbled back into the wall and began to vomit. Then
Grimm too sprang back, flinging behind him the bloody
butcher knife. ‘Now you'll let white women alone, even
in hell, he said.(LA 349)
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