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A Phenomenological Interpretation on the Principle of

‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ of Daesoon Thought

R

Chung Byung-hwa. Professor, Unification Graduate School, Daejin University

Abstract: In pluralistic political realities that have been exposed as
antagonistic relationships between self and others, the principle of
‘Coincidentia  Oppositorum’ in  Daesoon Thought emphasizes the
complementarity between self and others and presents us with a new form
of cognition and attitude which can overcome pluralistic political realities.
Though solipsism that objectificates others on the basis of the self, the
principle of ‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ presents us a new form of
cognition and attitude with which we can approach others. The principle
of ‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ is based on the logic that we can secure
and extend ourselves only in relation between self and others. Self is not
fully formed or perfected without others.

Previous discussions on the principle of ‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ as
it is exists within Daesoon Thought have been limited to FEastern
Philosophy. On one hand, this inclination may be due to a narrow
understanding of Western Philosophy. The flow of Modern Western
Philosophy can at times be a self-reflective output for solipsism. On the
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other hand, the understanding of the principle of ‘Coincidentia
Oppositorum in context of a dualistic contrast between Eastern Philosophy
and Western Philosophy is not concordant with the principle of
‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ which emphasizes the creation of harmony
between self and others.

This paper aims to investigate avenues to create harmony between
Eastern Philosophy and Western Philosophy regarding the principle of
‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ in Daesoon Thought. Specifically, attention
will be paid to ‘flesh’ as used by Merleau-Ponty. In his writings, flesh is
the matrix which activates the fundamental involvement between self and
others. Self is a being of flesh and an ambiguous being which is formed
in a double position (seeing and being seen). Flesh can secure and extend
the self only through its relationship to an other or multiple others.
Restoring the other that has been excluded from modern Western
Philosophy, Merleau-Ponty’s flesh call for contemplation into the meaning
of the other and of otherness.

Key words: The Principle of ‘Coincidentia Oppositorum’ in Daesoon Thought,
Merleau-Ponty’s  ‘Flesh,” Yin and Yang, Complementarity,

Fundamental Involvement
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