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Abstract: ‘Dao’ is an important research subject as it is the main term for
‘ultimate reality’ in East Asian religious thought. Understanding the concept
of ‘Dao’ is essential to reach the state of ‘Perfected Unification with Dao,’
the ultimate aspiration in Daesoon Thought. The meaning of ‘Dao’ can
vary such as ‘Dao’ meaning ‘way’, which was first introduced in Jinwen.
There is also the ‘Dao’ of yin and yang, and Dao used to mean human
obligation, or Dao meaning the way of Heaven. These can also be
classified into five categories: Constant Dao, Heavenly Dao, Divine Dao,
Human Dao, and the Dao of Sangsaeng,

Every natural phenomenon of birth, growth, and death in the universe
operates under the patterns of Heaven and Earth. Therefore, Constant Dao
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in Daesoon Thought is the ultimate pattern underlying human action and
the operations of Heaven and Earth. These apply not only to the natural
and the divine world but also to the human world. It can be said that
‘Rather than natural law or moral symbol of the world, ‘Heavenly Dao’
means the great Dao that saves the world through the Daesoon Truth of
Sangje, Supreme God of the Ninth Heaven. Divine Dao can be said to be
‘the Dao by which man must complete his work according to the law
and the will of God,” that is, ‘the Dao by which God and man are
united together by Sangje’s heavenly order and teaching, which aims for
humanity, righteousness, propriety, and wisdom.” When the world is in a
state of calamity and crisis, the request for the saint’s Dao can
symbolized by the kings, Yao and Shun, in The Canonical Scripture
(Jeon-gyeong). The saint’s Dao saves the dying world and people’s lives
and is called ‘saving lives by curing the world (ZEE&IL). It can be
regarded as a characteristic of Human Dao in Daesoon Thought, which is
the human obligation to follow Sangje’s order, the great Dao to save the
world. The Dao of Sangsaeng is the true dharma that rectifies the world
full of mutual conflict through the ethics of the Later World, which is to
promote the betterment of others and to practice the human Dao that
saves the world and rebuilds the Constant Dao. Thus, The concept of
Dao in Daesoon Thought is Daesoon Truth which applies to and operates
throughout all realms of Heaven, Earth, Humanity, and the Divine world.

Dao in Daesoon Thought was influenced by the historical background
in which it emerged and this can be seen in its ideological features. It
embraces the traditional concept of Dao, which refers to the Chinese
classics and represents the main schools of thought in East Asia:
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism. And it is unique in that it implies
the will of Sangje as a religious object, a supreme being. It can be seen
that Daesoon Thought has developed through the process of defining the
concept of Dao by harmonizing both the universality and specificity of
modern Korean religious thought.
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