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Influence of Runaway Experience on Sexual Victimization in Adolescents

Hyunju Park

College of Nursing, Chuncheon Campus, Kangwon National University

ABSTRACT

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of runaway experience on sexual victimization
in adolescents. Methods: The data of the Korean Survey on the Rights of Youth and Children (2016) were used.
A total of 7,114 middle and high school students were included in the analysis. Descriptive statistics, a X test,
and multiple logistic regression analysis were conducted using SAS 9.3. Results: About 3.8% of the total students
had run away from home before and 4.1% of the students experienced sexual victimization. The results from the
multiple logistic regression analysis revealed that adolescents who had run away from home before showed a
higher risk of being sexually victimized (AOR: 1.76, 95% CI: 1.13~2.72). Lower economic status (AOR: 1.42, 95%
Cl: 1.03~1.97), suicidal ideation (AOR: 1.80, 95% ClI: 1.37~2.38), depressive feelings (AOR: 1.36, 95% CI: 1.04~
1.78), victims of violence by teachers (AOR: 1.56, 95% CI: 1.20~2.03), victims of off-line school bullying (AOR:
5.00, 95% CI: 3.56~7.01), victims of on-line bullying (AOR: 2.61, 95% CI: 1.79~2.80), and victims of both on- and
off-line bullying (AOR: 6.62, 95% Cl: 4.76~9.22) showed a highest risk of being sexually victimized. Conclusion:
Therefore, in order to lower the rate of experiencing sexual victimization in youths, measures should be taken
to keep them from running away from home. In addition, if necessary, measures should be taken to prevent
secondary mental traumas that may arise from the experience of sexual victimization.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics in Subjects (N=7,114)
. . n (%) or
Variables Categories M=+SD
Gender Female 3,632 (51.1)
Male 3,482 (48.9)
School level Middle 3,661 (51.5)
High (academic) 2,451 (34.4)
High (occupational) 1,002 (14.1)
School grade* High 1,949 (27.4)
Middle 2,952 (41.5)
Low 2,209 (31.1)
Economic status High 3,372 (47.4)
Middle 2,701 (38.0)
Low 1,041 (14.6)
Living area City 2,782 (39.1)
Small town 3,546 (49.9)
Rural area 786 (11.0)
Subjective health " Poor 1,339 (18.9)
Good 5,766 (81.1)
Suicidal ideation Yes 1,987 (27.9)
No 5,127 (72.1)
Depression Yes 2,691 (37.8)
No 4,423 (62.2)
Violence victimization ~ Yes 2,816 (39.6)
from parents No 4,298 (60.4)
Violence victimization ~ Yes 2,513 (35.3)
from teachers No 4,601 (64.7)
School bullying No 5,285 (74.3)
victimization Off-line only 584 (8.2)
On-line only 726 (10.2)
On/ off-line both 519 (7.3)
Self-esteem 11.85+2.50
Runaway Yes 271 (3.8)
No 6,843 (96.2)
Sexual victimization Yes 292 (4.1)
No 6,822 (95.9)

*4 missings; 9 missings.
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Table 2. Relationships between Each Variable and Sexual Victimization (N=7,114)
Sexual victimization
Variables Categories Yes No Xort p
n (%) or M£SD n (%) or M£SD
Gender Female 161 (4.4) 3,471 (95.6) 2.03 154
Male 131 (3.8) 3,351 (96.2)
School level Middle 158 (4.3) 3,503 (95.7) 1.20 .548
High (academic) 92 (3.8) 2,359 (96.2)
High (occupational) 42 (4.2) 960 (95.8)
School grade* High 90 (4.6) 1,859 (95.4) 6.03 .049
Middle 101 (3.4) 2,851 (96.6)
Low 101 (4.6) 2,108 (95.4)
Economic status High 130 (3.9) 3,242 (96.1) 29.32 <.001
Middle 88 (3.3) 2,613 (96.7)
Low 74 (7.1) 967 (92.9)
Living area City 125 (4.5) 2,657 (95.5) 3.03 219
Small town 131 (3.7) 3,415 (96.3)
Rural area 36 (4.6) 750 (95.4)
Subjective health " Poor 85 (6.3) 1,254 (93.7) 21.31 <.001
Good 206 (3.6) 5,560 (96.4)
Suicidal ideation Yes 157 (7.9) 1,830 (92.1) 100.97 <.001
No 135 (2.6) 4,992 (97.4)
Depression Yes 166 (6.2) 2,525 (93.8) 46.85 <.001
No 126 (2.8) 4,297 (97.2)
Violence victimization Yes 172 (6.1) 2,644 (93.9) 47.53 <.001
from parents No 120 (2.8) 4,178 (97.2)
Violence victimization Yes 168 (6.7) 2,345 (93.3) 64.74 <.001
from teachers No 124 (2.7) 4,477 (97.3)
School bullying No 99 (1.9) 5,186 (98.1) 356.09 <.001
victimization Off-line only 63 (10.8) 521 (89.2)
On-line only 42 (5.8) 684 (94.2)
On/ off-line both 88 (17.0) 431 (83.1)
Self-esteem 10.98+2.70 11.89+2.49 -5.93 <.001
Runaway Yes 31(11.4) 240 (88.6) 38.51 <.001
No 261 (3.8) 6,582 (96.2)

*4 missings; '9 missings.
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A(6.3%) kL AXSH= ZHTH3.6%) A T3l A vlg
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Table 3. Influence of Runaway Experience on Sexual Victimization from Multivariate Analysis (N=7,101)
Variables Categories Adjusted OR 95% CI p
School grade Middle 1

High 1.31 0.97~1.78 .082
Low 0.96 0.71~1.30 777
Economic status High 1
Middle 0.86 0.65~1.53 318
Low 1.42 1.03~1.97 .034
Subjective health Good 1
Poor 1.19 0.89~1.59 233
Suicidal ideation No 1
Yes 1.80 1.37~2.38 <.001
Depression No 1
Yes 1.36 1.04~1.78 .025
Violence victimization No 1
from parents Yes 1.06 0.81~1.39 .678
Violence victimization No 1
from teachers Yes 1.56 1.20~2.03 .001
School bullying No 1
victimization Off-line only 5.00 3.56~7.01 <.001
On-line only 2.61 1.79~3.80 <.001
On/ off-line both 6.62 4.76~9.22 <.001
Self-esteem 0.99 0.94~1.05 732
Runaway No 1
Yes 1.76 1.13~2.72 .012

OR=0dds ratio; CI=Confidence interval.
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