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Abstract The landscape of the education market is changing. As part of efforts to deal with the
decrease of a school-age population in Korea, Korean universities and colleges are endeavoring to attract
foreign students. Chinese students, the largest share of foreign university students in Korea, are becoming
an important element at Korean universities and colleges. Chinese students face various kinds of difficulties
while trying to cope with new environments in the country. This study aims to analyze the impact of
academic factors and psychological factors of Chinese students on the level of adaptation to university life
and their satisfaction with it. Data on 128 Chinese students attending D University located in Busan were
collected and a path analysis was conducted using partial least squares (PLS) regression. Research results
are as follows. First, professors as an academic factor and the level of interest of university staff
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A Study of Chinese Student Adaptation to Korean Universities and Level of Satisfaction with University Life

have significant impact on the level of adaptation to university life while Korean language proficiency

does not have significant impact on the level of adaptation to university life. Second, homesickness as a

psychological factor is correlated to the level of adaptation to university life with significance while

acculturative stress is not correlated to it. Third, the level of adaptation to university life is correlated to

the level of satisfaction with university life. Based on these findings, the significance, limitations and

future directions of this study are discussed.

Key Words: Chinese students in Korea, Level of adaptation to university life, Level of

satisfaction with university life, Academic factor, Psychological factor
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Fig. 1 Research Model
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Table 1 General Characteristics of Sample (n=128)

Character Frequency Weight
. Items ] ]
istics (Unit:event)  (Unit:%)

male 52 40.63%
sex
female 76 59.38%
lst
yeat 15 11.72%
|students
2" vear
22 17.19%
students
3 year
Grade 23 17.97%
students
4th
yeat 15 11.72%
students
t duat
postgracuate 53 41.41%
students
less than 1 57 4453%
year
1 year to less o
than 2 years 32 25.00%
Duration 2 vears to
of less than 3 20 15.63%
years
stay 3 years to
less than 4 4 3.13%
years
4 years or 15 11.72%
more
basic level 74 57.81%
Korean intermediate
language level 42 32.81%
. eve
proficiency 1y anced level 12 9.38%
dormitory 93 72.66%
tented house 25 19.53%
Residence boarding 4 313%
house
other 6 4.69%

[*]

| 2t ApE ke gAY #He
o yehy e =9 @%ﬂ&’iﬁ}

t}2 22 Cronbach's a9t 8412 =(Composite
reliability : CR), Hi#4t+% 3k (Average variance
extracted : AVE)S AFEste] 212|4-& Hrlekainh
Table 3%} 7o] Cronbach’s a7} 0.70]%H43-44], CR
o] 0.7014o= Yehstem, AVE 05 7][45)S
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A Study of Chinese Student Adaptation to Korean Universities and Level of Satisfaction with University Life

Table 2 Results of Correlation Analysis

level of level of
. . . . level of korean
professor interest of acculturative satisfaction . .
. . . adaptation to  language  homesickness
factor university stress with . ity life  proficienc
staff university life B L v
professor factor 0.914
level. of i.nterest of 0595 0.831
university staff
acculturative -0.492 ~0.524 0.837
stress
level of satisfaction 3 0.704 -0.492 0.842
with university life
level of
adaptation to 0.602 0.668 -0.470 0.769 0.943
university life
korean
language 0.106 -0.002 0.106 -0.056 -0.124 0.865
proficiency
homesickness -0.523 -0.513 0.725 -0.594 -0.597 0.050 0.878
* Square root of AVE shown in bold (diagonal)
44 AF7tde A Bl Bk, FAEEES 7= frIdAlelH, Al
HA s EdAl= 971E sidsta &3k wevrt
Table 49 7MdAZFe] #AEAE AuRd, st 7] Al#ekE Aot wpARte R AR S
97 a9l ws adlo] TR A WY /1w JIFAORE FEAAE 439t 9
g Awd] fo% FBS MAL o] [HIS A AAATFelN FFolq AR 71%bo] Holuha §
95 ITHB=0264, p<005). [F2]9] wAfle]l 4 of o] PPPFS Falng Adsrt wold
et 3 FA9 AT AR o = o yeion], A5H AA% o 43
% G ERHATHE-0407, p<O05). W 319 FolA] R3S sEd o) RAH 9T $E
4 2919l wo] AL SEe Fwel fekAe o) b ENE UET4g) TAAe sEdss 98
ST Aew] vAE g W [HIS Fol  AIE LA AF A F 2709 o= HE o
d dEe MAA P Ao Y 4t AL o® A, e o] FAE, dFe A
(B=-0.148, p<0.06) T, =8 wSaE, el olal ApEAQl o]
AXAA aIQl w348 ~EY AT gigtd g 4 HEe gk 7ol AA HE59e] Adgh zxshe}
S&o mA= gl [Hale= Feldt dFS vA AFEA A A ) AR 713 S s wlg- ohkst
A ot 717+ ATHB=0.264, p<0.05). ag]le] o3 s we g Utk AFelAE=
9=l fretlEe] A 670 st TP B tket AT 717E AH, shd SO ok xEE
olelg2 34 FAolgt stATH4L6] w3HA 8ol o] wx ¥ A¥Y F d& Folth FF AFolA =
He AN ke A9 e 2BAIVIE B4 nd EWe BES B8] QW 9] AolF ¥
o gomt 9 Ao Sgow osle AAH  Ae nE w9zt 9 Aol
A7kl e84 285 sh7|= seH32) 34 b o] gt A3k mx= dEkl
o]&2 E} w3lol AlFatuA Adste A gt [Hol= 79 frold 93-S YeErIoke
= U AR EFsATHAT]. WA, A2 =3t =-0.342, p<0.05). Aoz st H-gw=r}
5 A SE TEL A4S =7lE 3 A AT g wERe mX= fodk e g
d HY dAE 3 dA oty Alte] Auar [H6]-> =1 &= ATHB=0.769, p<0.05).
AAARL FAlo AW A He F oA dAE F
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Table 3 Reliability and Discriminant Validity of Measurement Model

. Path Cronbach’s Composite
Variable ftem Coefficients ___ Alpha Reliability AVE VI
professor factor 1 0.900 2.956
professor factor professor factor 2 0.939 0.902 0.939 0.836 3.387
professor factor 3 0.903 2.539
university staff 1 0.733 1.645
level of interest university staff 2 0.862 2.595
. of . university staff 3 0.856 0.887 0.918 0.691 2.627
university
staff university staff 4 0.845 2.286
university staff 5 0.852 2.467
korean language 1 0.825 4562
korean language 2 0.786 4.939
korean korean language 3 0.925 3.442
language 0.947 0.947 0.748
proficiency korean language 4 0.933 4916
korean language 5 0.887 3.959
korean language 6 0.823 3.807
acculturative stress 1 0.822 1.921
s ati acculturative stress 2 0.807 1.926
acculturative _ 0.858 0.903 0.700
stress acculturative stress 3 0.872 2.296
acculturative stress 4 0.844 2.020
. homesickness 1 0.939 1.464
homesickness . 0.720 0.870 0.771
homesickness 2 0.813 1.464
level of level of adaptation 1 0.945 4.357
adaptation to level of adaptation 2 0.947 0.938 0.960 0.889 4,625
university life level of adaptation 3 0.936 3675
level of satisfaction 1 0.901 4.590
level of satisfaction 2 0.880 4.505
level of
i i level of satisfaction 3 0.894 3515
satisfaction e 60918 0.936 0.709
_ Wl_th _ level of satisfaction 4 0.780 1.981
university life level of satisfaction 5 0.801 2.585
level of satisfaction 6 0.788 2.428
5. dE 2 oATNE 29 S5 4B
Ferdel £ge 77 S8l dAAT 4 s
51 ARZAD} Qo U AIAH e nbfe] JEFe F= 89dss HTE
e Fd ngdd o2 fd B ayes w
ogbegt thete] ZAE, $5E oAl A b aA) 4dA Defjstel Asts]l =]l et
W alelol L 7had] fue gier A sz A 1-4%dE e r AFEAME A3
A A%H oF fobg FA7p a7 T AN UL SedH Akl ag 2
frh 187 e 9wol fatase] oy 00 wAYe B ArE ot E A8 f9
e AL WA wERS = 4 o ¥ FFE WA= AR yrgor, =]
Srokg whelslof 8 io]uh A sEe WS E ASwel fo% 4TS
WA g oz vehyt
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Results
Accepted
Accepted
Rejected
Rejected
Accepted
Accepted

P-value
0.000
0.000
0.174
0.122
0.001
0.000

T-value
3.771
4.556
1.362
1.548
3.363

20.143

SEE)
0.070
0.089
0.109
0.088
0.102
0.038

Factor
Loadings
0.264
0.407
-0.148
0.137
-0.342
0.769

Table 4 Hypothesis Test Result

level of adaptation
to university life

level of satisfaction
with university life

>
>
>
>
>

Path

professor factor
level of interest of
university staff
korean language
proficiency
acculturative stress
homesickness
level of adaptation
to university life

H1
H2
H3
H4
H5
H6
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