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Perception of child abuse and attitudes towards mandatory

reporting among 119 emergency medical technicians

Tae—Hyun Kim' - Keun—Ja Cho®
"Yeongam 119 Safety Center, Yeongam Fire Station

’Department of Emergency Medical Service, Kongju National University

=Abstract =

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to assess 119 emergency medical technicians perception

of child abuse, attitudes towards mandatory reporting, and perceptions of mandatory reporting
system, and to promote early reporting,

Methods: The questionnaire was filled out by one hundred ninety 119 EMTs with paramedic or
nurse licenses., The questionnaire consisted of 53 items with responses based on a five—point
scale, Data were collected from July 10 to July 31, 2018, and were analyzed using IBM SPSS
version 24.0 software,

Results: The average score for 119 EMT’s perception of child abuse was 3.76. The average score
for positive attitude towards mandatory reporting was 3.63, and the average score for negative
attitude towards mandatory reporting was 2.63. The average score for perceptions of the
mandatory reporting system was 3,50, There was a significant positive correlation between
perception of child abuse and positive attitude towards mandatory reporting (r=.244, p=.001),
between perception of child abuse and perceptions of the mandatory reporting system (r=.209,
p=.004), and between positive attitude towards mandatory reporting and perceptions of

mandatory reporting system (r=,336, p=.000),
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Conclusion: Systemic educational programs for 119 EMTs on perception of child abuse and reporting

are needed, It is very important to establish institutional strategies such as the use of checklist for

suspicion of child abuse, procedural simplicity after reporting, and protection of reporter information,

Keywords: 119 emergency medical technicians (EMTs), Perception of child abuse, Attitude,

Mandatory reporting
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Table 1. General characteristic of subjects (N=190)
Characteristics Category N %
Male 124 65.3
Gender
Female 66 34.7
< 29 37 19.5
Age (years) 30< ~ < 39 114 60.0
40< 39 20.5
) College 11 58.4
Education level
University or graduate 79 41.6
) Paramedic 124 65.3
License
Nurse 66 34.7
(1 77 40.5
. . 1< ~<(3 29 15.3
119 Emergency medical services career(years)
3 < ~<(7 20 10.5
7 < 64 33.7
) Yes 176 92.6
Clinical career
No 14 7.4
< 16 9.1
2 < ~ (3 89 50.6
Clinical career(years) < ~ {4 24 13.6
< ~ b 19 10.8
< 28 15.9
S o o Yes. 48 25.3
Participation in clinical training course
No. 142 74.7
) Single 89 46.8
Marital status
Married 101 53.2
) ) Yes. 81 80.2
Child existence
No. 20 19.8
Completion of child abuse education course in  Yes 137 72.1
college(university) No. 53 27.9
Recognize how to report on discovery of child Yes 145 76.3
abuse No. 45 23.7
92.6%7} AT, FLAYFHLL 2d ol 39 2 119TLBLHRQ| OFSBITH Q14| Alm
He] oA} AxL ok _
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Table 2. The average score in 119 EMTs' perception of child abuse, attitude towards mandatory
reporting, and perception of mandatory reporting system

Subdivision of perception of child abuse Mean+SD
Physical abuse 3.91£0.52
Neglect 3.89+0.52
Sex abuse 3.85+0.66
Emotional abuse 3.39+0.61

Total 3.76+0.51
Subdivision of attitude towards mandatory reporting Mean+SD
Positive attitude towards mandatory reporting 3.63+0.72
Negative attitude towards mandatory reporting 2.63+0.82
Perception of mandatory reporting system Mean £SD
Perception of mandatory reporting system 3.50+0.73
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Table 3. The difference in the perception of child abuse according to the general characteristics of

119 EMTs (N=190)

Characteristics Category Mean+SD t/F D

Male 3.72+0.54 —1.555 122
Gender

Female 3.84+0.46

< 29 3.80+0.52 1,383 253
Age (years) 30 < ~ < 39 3.71+0.51

40< 3.86+0.52

College 3.69+0.49 —-2.137 .034
Education level

University 3.85+0.54

Paramedic 3.73+0.51 —1.206 229
License

Nurse 3.82+0.51

(1 3.75+£0.53 0.739 .530
119 Emergency medical services 1<~(3 3.66+0.49
career(years) 3< ~ {7 3.87+0.54

7 < 3.78+0.50

Yes 3.77+0.52 0.683 .496
Clinical career

No. 3.67+0.40

(2 3.63+0.57 0.639 636

9 <~ (3 3.78+0.56
Clinical career(years) 3 < ~<4 3.74+0.44

4 < ~ {5 3.90+0.45

5 < 3.74+0.49
Participation in clinical training Yes. 3.78+0.49 0.305 761
course No. 3.75+0.52

Single 3.76+0.52 —0.075 .940
Marital status

Married 3.76+0.51

Yes. 3.79+£0.52 1.008 316
Child existence

No. 3.66+0.50
Completion of child abuse education _ YeS. 3.79+0.54 1.387 168
course in college(university) No. 368+0.43
Recognize how to report on discovery Yes. 3.78+0.51 1.282 .201
of child abuse No 3 67i0 51
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Table 4. The difference in positive attitude towards mandatory reporting according to the general

characteristics of 119 EMTs (N=190)
Characteristics Category Mean+SD t/F D Tukey
Male 3.62+0.75 —0.228 .820
Gender
Female 3.64+0.67
< 29° 3.37+0.73 6,161 003 a, b<c
Age (years) 30 < ~ < 39 3.61+0.70
40<° 3.93+£0.67
College 3.64+0.71 0,170 .865
Education level
University 3.62+0.73
Paramedic 3.64+0.73 0.354 724
License
Nurse 3.60+0,70
1P 3.52+0.68 3.681 013 a {(d
119 Emergency medical services 1<~ (3 3.46+0.76
career(years) 3< ~ (T 35440 90
7 <4 3.86+0.63
Yes 3.61£0,72 —0.952 .342
Clinical career
No. 3.80+0.74
{2 3.47+0.54 0.351 843
9 < ~ (3 3.62+0.74
Clinical career(years) 3 < ~<4 3.73+0.61
4 < ~ {5 3.55+0.91
5 < 3.62+0.71
Yes 3.82+0.63 2,141 .034
Participation in clinical training course
No. 3.56+0.,74
Single 3.56x0.71 -1.290 .199
Marital status
Married 3.69+0.73
Yes. 3.74+0.67 1,317 191
Child existence
No. 3.50+0.92
Completion of child abuse education Yes. 3.68+£0.72  1.472 143
course in college(university) No. 350+0. 71
Recognize how to report on discovery of Yes. 3.70+0.71 2,654 .009
child abuse No. 3.38+0.70
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Table 5. The difference in negative attitude towards mandatory reporting according to the general

characteristics of 119 EMTs (N=190)
Characteristics Category Mean+SD t/F D
Male 2.56+0.81 —1.428 155
Gender
Female 2.74+0.82
< 29 2.07+0.73 0.571 .o66
Age (years) 30 £ ~ <39 2.60+0.84
40< 2.75+0.86
) College 2.60£0.78 —0.487 627
Education level - -
University 2.66+0.88
] Paramedic 2.63+0.82 0.174 .862
License
Nurse 2.61+0.82
(1 2.54+0.82 1.680 173
119 Emergency medical services 1< ~<3 2.50£0.87
career(years) 3 < ~(7 2.94+0.84
7 < 2.69+0.78
. Yes 2.61+0.82 -1.095 275
Clinical career
No 2.86+0.83
< 2.74+0.79 1,447 .220
2 <~ <3 2.64+0.78
Clinical career(years) < ~ ({4 2.38+0.81
< ~ {5 2.37+0.89
< 2.81+0.89
Participation in clinical training Yes. 2.71£0.78 0.801 424
course No. 2.60+0.83
) Single 2.53+0.87 —1.448 149
Marital status
Married 2.71+0.76
) ) Yes. 2.70+0.79 —1.050 .881
Child existence
No. 2.73+0.66
Completion of child abuse education _Yes. 2.5740.82 —1.465 145
course in college(university) No. 2.77+0,80
Recognize how to report on discovery Yes. 2.56+0.79 —1.974 .050
of child abuse No. 2.84+0.88
H9FFYYe BAd AuoRees A4 @) 119?:‘EH Slo| QHbx EAMo| mE
o], AAZR AY YAgd o AF 9l X st -
1= 3l A &= L= Ao} 5 =]
1ot q““‘ A oree e 19TFRES] Quky S mE Almeln
A A AR A= QIR §50] wet BAHe § _
Aol gt Q14 zfoli= (Table 6y} AT},

olujat Zol7} §loict.
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Table 6. The difference in the perception of mandatory reporting system according to the general

characteristics of 119 EMTs (N=190)
Characteristics Category Mean +SD t/F D Tukey
Male 3.44+0.71 -1.432 154
Gender
Female 3.60+0.77
< 29° 3.20+0.66 13,056  .000 a, blc
Age (years) 30 < ~ < 39 343+0.71
40<°© 3.97+0.67
College 3.55+0.75 1,117 .265
Education level :
University 3.43+0.71
) Paramedic 3.58+0.71 2.121 .035
License
Nurse 3.34+0.76
C1® 3.22+0.67 13,057 .000 a, b, c<d
119 Emergency medical services 1< ~(3 3.30+0.77
career(years) 3 < ~ (T 3.44+0 63
7 <4 3.91+0.64
o Yes. 3.49+0.75 0,475 635
Clinical career
No. 3.59+0.57
{2 3.69+£0.76 0,727 575
< ~ {3 3.53+0.72
Clinical career(years) < ~ {4 3.34+0.65
< ~ {5 3.38+0.99
< 3.44+0.74
Participation in clinical training Yes. 3.93£0.61 4,972 .000
course No. 3.35+0.72
) Single 3.34+0.69 -2.766 .006
Marital status -
Married 3.63+0.74
) ) Yes. 3.73+£0.71 2.857 .005
Child existence
No. 3.22+0.78
Completion of child abuse education Yes. 3.58+0.73 2,428 016
course in college(university) No. 3.99+0.71
Recognize how to report on discovery Yes. 3.70+0.68  9.294 .000
of child abuse No. 2.84+0.49

. 1], B, HUGAHAL 5
322 fOlE A7} G, e Al

L=9ltH(t=13.056, p=.000). AAZEFIAN 15<
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Table 7. Correlation among perception of child abuse, attitude towards mandatory reporting, and

perception of mandatory reporting system

(N=190)

Positive attitude
towards mandatory

Perception of
child abuse

Negative attitude
towards mandatory

Perception of
mandatory

reporting reporting reporting system
Perception of child 1
abuse
Positive attitude 944
towards mandatory (p: 001) 1
reporting :
Negative attitude _
towards mandatory (p':ozé%g) (p=' 10255) 1
reporting : ’
Perception of 9209 336 199
mandatory reporting (p'= 004) (p'= 000) (p:' 094) 1

system
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Table 8. The analysis on priority of education for child abuse, method to activate reports, and

reasons to disturb reporting (N=190)
Ttem Response N %
Methods for counseling and managing abused children 159 837
Information on the reporting procedure and the reporting agency for
Priority of child abuse 152 80.0
education
for child  How to discover abused children 147  77.4
abuse
Parental counseling and parental education for abuse 105 55.3
The others 7 3.7
Establishing a protection system to protect children in case of reporting 163 85.8
Confidentiality of the reporter 133 70.0
Method to Immediate intervention in reporting 103 54.2
activate Strengthening publicity and education on child abuse and reporting
reports systems 88 46,3
A change in perception of child abuse 54 28.4
A clear definition of child abuse 29 15.3
uncertainty of child abuse 77 40.5
After the report, various procedures put a strain on the work 48  25.3
It is burdensome to report due to the personal exposure of the
. 40 211
Reasons complainant
to disturb
reporting It does not feel necessary to report because the report is considered to
. L . . ) 13 6.8
be an intervention in the something private of family,
There is a lack of information on reporting procedures and applications 6 3.2
The others 6 3.2
“Multiple responses
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