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The Development and Institutional Isomorphism of Social Economy
in Chungnam Province
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Abstract : The aim of this study is to examine the development of social economy and institutional
isomorphism in Chungnam Province. Although ‘social economy enterprises’ in Chungnam Province
achieved rapid quantitative growth, public-led policy and institutional framework has intensified in-
stitutional isomorphism. Institutional isomorphism is a phenomenon in which all type of organization
and activities become similar in an institutional environment. This isomorphism hinders the social value
orientation and innovation of social economic enterprises. As a result of the case analysis, institutional
isomorphization was intensified if regional ecosystem(that can maintain and strengthen social value ori-
entation) was not established. The creation of social value is at a level that satisfies the institution and the

social value orientation is also weakened.
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