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A Study on the Scope of Practice of Nurses in the
Prehospital Emergency Medical Service System

Bae Hyuna, MD, PhD.
Ewha Womans University School of Law

=ABSTRACT=

Nurses are medical personnels under the Medical Service Act and perform
medical practice such as medical assistance at medical institutions. The nurse, a
medical personnel, provides emergency medical service to emergency patients in
the pre-hospital emergency medical system as a 119 rescuer based on the Act on
119 Rescue and Emergency Medical Services. The scope of practice of nurses is
comprehensively defined in the Medical Service Act and specified through
precedents. In contrast, The scope of work of emergency medical technician is
listed in detail. It is understood that nurses in the pre-hospital emergency medical
service system have a wider scope of practice than emergency medical technician.

In particular, the scope of practice of nurses as emergency medical personnel
in the pre-hospital emergency medical system should be interpreted differently
within the medical institution, considering the urgency of the patient, being
transferred to the emergency medical institution, and the specificity of medical

direction through tele-communication.

Keyword : the scope of practice, nurses, pre-hospital emergency medical service
system, emergency medical personnel, 119 rescuer




