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Abstract The purpose of this study is to investigate the factors that affect the social distance between
the demented elderly and nursing college students. In this study, responses from 158 nursing college
students in city D were collected using structured questionnaires and analyzed. As a result, the
correlation between variables, social distance, and dementia attitude towards the demented elderly (r
= .53, p<.001) showed a statistically correlated relationship, while ageism (r = —. 41, p<.001) showed a
negative correlation. The results of this study are as follows: first, the interactions between the elderly
with dementia and the nursing college students were more frequent (B = .29 p=.012), and second,
attention to early prevention of dementia (8 = .32 p=.002) was significant. The explanatory power of

these influential factors on the social distance toward the demented elderly was 41.0%.
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Table 1. General characteristics of participants

N=158
Variables Categories n(%) t/F(p)

Gender Male 26(16.5) .50
sende Female 132(83.5)[  (.280)
Grad 1 61(38.6) -.33
srade 2nd 97(61.4)|  (.767)
Aee(vr) <20 57(37.3) 112
ety 20< 96(62.7)|  (.785)
Elderly family Yes 12(7.6) .70
living together No 128(81.0) (.720)
Dementia Yes 56(35.4) 1.42
family dies No 102(64.6) (.001)

Communication with| Not at all* 63(39.9) 11.52

dementia Sometimes” 52(32.9) (.001)
patient” Often® 43(27.2) a<c
Dementia patient Yes 40(25.3) 2.74
service experience No 118(74.7) (.623)
Intention to I don't want® 15(9.5) 6.25
participate in I want to” 117(74.1) (.003)
dementia service I want very much® 26(16.5) a<c
Early Not interested® 21(13.3) 5.86
prevention of Interest” 60(38.0)|  (.004)
dementia” Active involve® 77(48.7) a<c
An old man Yes 48(30.4) 1.72
who knows No 110(69.6) (.887)
Thinking about Positive 116(73.4) 1.64
randparent None 38(24.1) (198)
grandparents Negative 4(2.5) :
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Table 2. Difference of Social distance from dementia of

nursing  students according to general
characteristics
N=158
Variables Categories M=SD

Gender Male 3.36%.33
’ Female 3.31£.40
1 3.31+.37

Grade 2m 3.33+.41
<20 3.37+.38

Age(yr) 20< 3.29+.39
Elderly family Yes 3.33%.40
living together No 3.30£.37
Dementia Yes 3.39+.49
family dies No 3.284+.32
Communication with | Not at all 3.16£.26
dementia Sometimes 3.33£.37
patient Often 3.48+.44
Dementia patient Yes 3.48+.42
service experience No 3.27+.37
Intention to [ don't want 3.06+.28
participate in I want to 3.31£.37
dementia service I want very much 3.53+.44
Early Not interested 3.04£.30
prevention of Interest 3.32£.30
dementia Active involve 3.40+.44
An old man Yes 3.41+.37
who knows No 3.28+.40
L Positive 3.36%.40
Tr}:ﬁlfei?sm None 3.23+.36
g P ) Negative 3.17£.19
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Dementia attitude,

Ageism, Social distance from dementia of
nursing students

N=158
Variaes M%SD Range
Dementia Knowledge(DK) 8.39+2.28 0-12
Dementia Attitude(DA) 3.23+0.34 1-4
Ageism(AG) 4.4840.60 1-7
Social Distance from
+ _
Dementia(SDD) 3.3220.39 =5
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Table 4. Correlation among Dementia knowledge,
Dementia attitude, Ageism, Social distance
from dementia

N=158
DK DA AG
r(p) r(p) r(p)
DA .30™
AG 217 .46™
SDD 17 537 —.41"
*p<0.05, “p<0.001

DK: Dementia Knowledge, DA: Dementia Attitude
AG: Ageism, SDD: Social Distance from Dementia
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Table 5. Factors influencing Social distance from
dementia in nursing students

N=158
B SE B t p
Constant 34.85 9.30 3.75|  .000
Dementia death .95 1.74 .06 .55 587
Communication_1 4.96 1.91 .29 2.60 012
Communication_2 6.97 2.15 .37 3.25 .002
Prevention_2 6.21 1.92 .32 3.23 .002
Volunteer_1 —.48 2.51| —.02 -.19 .848
Volunteer_2 2.62 2.54 A1 1.03| .306
Dementia attitude .34 .22 .19 1.57| .122
Ageism 5.37 1.69 .36 3.18|  .002
R?=.48, Adjusted R?=.41, F=6.68, p<.001
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