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The Relationship between National Identity, Threat Awareness,
and Multi-cultural Acceptability
- Moderating Effect of Living in Ethnic Places -
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Abstract: This study examines the effect of national identity and threat awareness on the multi-cultural acceptabil-
ity and whether contact theory actually work. For the analysis, this study used 2013 Korea General Social Survey’
data and compared two groups divided according to whether or not they live in ethnic places using structural equa-
tion modeling. The empirical analysis shows that national identity does not have a direct effect on multi-cultural
acceptability, and threat awareness has a full mediating effect between national identity and multi-cultural accept-
ability. In addition, the negative effect of the threat awareness on multi-cultural acceptability was greater in groups
living in ethnic places. The findings suggest that multi-cultural awareness education is necessary to reduce the threat

awareness toward foreigners, and that community-level programs are needed to prevent and coordinate conflicts
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arising from contact between foreigners and Koreans.
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