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Pre—service Early Childhood Teachers’ Improvement of Perception on
Teaching Professionalism Through Early Childhood Teaching Practice
Experience

Seung Eun Lee
Professor, Dept. of Early Childhood Education, Dongshin University

Abstract

Objective: The objective of this study was to explore the perception and its improvement of pre-service
teachers regarding teaching professionalism. The subjects of this study were 41 university students who
experiencing early childhood teaching practice and 41 their cooperating teachers.

Methods: In order to examine perception and its improvement on teaching professionalism, teaching
professionalism scale for pre-service early childhood teachers (TPSECT) that was 33 items was administrated.
Data were analysed paired f-test and contents analysis.

Results: First, early childhood teaching practice experience affected positive effects on the four subordinate
areas of teaching professionalism: <teaching plan>, <teaching method>, <class operation>, <class evaluation>
and improved perception of teaching professionalism. Second, student teachers were developing teaching
professionalism, in a course of early childhood teaching practice which consisted of performing teaching real
children in the field, evaluating and feedback of cooperating teacher, self-reflection and re-instruction.
Conclusion/Implications: For improving pre-service teachers’ professionalism, except a teaching practice subject,
it is necessary to open various subjects that provide practical experiences, such as, teaching real children,
observing actual class. This suggests that more experiential and practical in-service education program will be

demanded.
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