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Abstract

This study is to review the Joseon government’s attempt to recover the tariff autonomy lost in the
course of entering into the unequal treaty with then-Japan government, as well as the practical effort
to realize such an attempt. Among other attempts, the Joseon government (D began imposing tariffs
starting September 1878 by establishing Dumopo Customs Office in Busan, (2 dispatched on April
1881 a group of investigators to the competent authorities to review and look back the Joseon’s tarift
system against Japan and (3 entered into a tariff negotiation with then-Japan government on
September 1881 with the emissary (Susinsa) Byeong-ho Jo representing the Joseon government. A
series of these attempts, in line with each other, represents the Joseon government’s ceaseless,
constant effort to recover the tariff autonomy, which is what this study intends to review from the
modern-day perspectives.

Authored by Byeong-ho Jo to capture an advantageous position in the 1881’s tariff negotiation
against then-Japan government, "Joilseuis successfully represented the Joseon government’s position
on matters of O the Japanese tax-autonomous district in Korea, @ defining tariff rates, @ use of
Japanese Yen for payment of tariffs, @ effective period of the treaty and (5 export restrictions on
grains. Failure of the Joseon government’s attempt to recover the Tariff autonomy was attributable
not only to, as "Joilseuis defined, @ governments’ non-cooperative attitudes on the negotiation table,
@ lack of authorities that the entrusted bodies had, (3 import tariffs defined high and @ export
restrictions on grains and red ginseng, but also to loss of the tariff autonomy in 1876 and the 1881’s
negotiation broken down that were plotted by then-Japan government’s invasive policy.
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