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The Impact of High-Speed Railway on Regional Economy
and Balanced Development in China: Focused on Hurong
Line(Shanghai-Chengdu)
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Abstract: Since the 2000s, China has been trying to develop the mid- and western regions and reduce regional
disparity between the eastern region and the others by construction of the eight HSR corridors known as 4+4. The
high-speed railway is known to have a positive impact on regional economic development by improving accessibility
between regions. However, some studies point out that the high-speed railways could worsen regional imbalances.
The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of the high-speed railway on regional economic growth and
balanced development in China, using the beta-convergence model. In particular, we focused on how the effects of
high-speed trains on regional economic development varied depending on the level of development. The analysis was

conducted centering on the Shanghai-Chengdu line which is connecting eastern, central and western regions with
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AAtEHSIE 03721 *** 0.0242 *** 03890 ***
A2 WYLAEHS 2 0.0290 00599 ** 0.0349
N ESOINE T 0.1426 0.0643 *** -01002 *
EAH|HskE 02078 *** 0.0254 —01147 **
DYREEXHSE 0.0566 01006 *** 01022 *
e Kls@ 0.0915 00210 ** —0.0011
38 —0.0258 0.0038 -0.0102
S8M LMEEE -00148 * —0.2473 0.1134 **
. X RF —0.1515 0.0036 -0.0488
;;:ji AN 03645 *** 0.0329 —0.0273
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Ridge Reg(K) 0.1 - 02
Adi_R 05476 *** 0.8741 *** 03702 ***
Smple_size 70 161 129

= *p {010, ™ p0.05, *** p{0.01
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