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{Abstract)

Older women who live alone are among society's most vulnerable people, since they
experience increased risk of multiple chronic diseases and have limited financial protection.
This can lead older women living alone to catastrophic health expenditure(CHE), which is defined
as a healthcare expenditure that exceeds a certain portion of a household's ability to pay. Using
the Korean Longitudinal Study of Ageing(KLoSA), this study investigated the incidence of CHE
among older women living alone and identified the factors related to this incidence. Applying
health expenditure thresholds of 10%, 20%, 30% and 40% of ability to pay, the proportions
of those with CHE were 41.3%, 22.9%, 14.6%, and 9.4%, respectively. Logistic regression models
were used to identify factors related to CHE incidence, which include demographics, income,
the number of chronic diseases, perceived health status, and health insurance type. The results
show that the health care safety net in South Korea is insufficient for older women living alone.
The findings can guide policymakers in improving healthcare and welfare policies to protect
people from catastrophic payments. Particularly, welfare policies should be established for poor
non-recipients who are not included within the benefits scope of the National Basic Livelihood
Security System due to the unrealistic criteria of income recognition and family support obligation,
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