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ABSTRACT : This paper considers the effect of “comprehensive rural community improvement project”

in terms of three factors —

physical environment, rural tourism, socioeconomic and analyzed the path effect leading to the final outcome - the quality of life of
residents, using covariance structure analysis. By doing so, this study looks into why residents prefer the improvement of a physical
environment that takes a public nature. The analysis showed that the socioeconomic effect did not have an immediate impact on the

improvement of quality of life of residents at a significance level of 5%, whereas the improvement of physical environment had a

static effect on the quality of living at a significance level of 1%. Residents’ preference for “hardware” or physical environment may

be attributed to lack of their understanding of human factors such as social capital. However, analyzing the impact of specific

contents of the project on performance, it is found that as projects fail to generate a tangible socioeconomic effect, residents

strategically prefer the repair of their physical environment such as public facilities that directly affect their daily lives, so that they

can maximize an improvement of the quality of living. Hence, this study suggests that instead of attributing the failure of rural

community development projects to residents, macroscopic problems of rural communities and specific contents of projects should be

dealt with before the success of any project can be discussed.
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Table 3. Eup + Myon comprehensive improvement project

Function Detail Project Contents
Project Project )
Traffic City planpmg rogd, Public parking,
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Improvement al
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Cultivation et al.
Empowerment | Promotion Homepage, Local Festival, Facility
Management Program et al.
Cultural Property Indicators survey,
ETC . .
Pre-Environmental Review et al.

Source : MAFRA(2013), p.1385.
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Table 2. Exploratory factor analysis

. Component
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Region Economic Promote 0.694 0.124
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Living Benefits 0.304 0.758
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Table 4. Results of construct reliability and average variance extracted

Concepts Stanflardlzed Standard Error | Error Variance Z-Value CR AVE
estimates
Hardware
Views Improvement 0.818 0.331 10.408
Living Benefits 0.724 0.476 8.919 0.792 0591
Lounge area Expansion 0.636 0.595 7.590
Rural Tourism
Visitors Increase 1.000 - - 16.462 -
Socio-Economic
Population Growth 0.765 0.415 9.414
Regionr.Economic 0.519 0.731 5.895 0.739 0.521
Promote
Employment Growth 0.792 0.373 9.814
Quality of Life
Differentiation 1.000 - 16.492 - -
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fusltia ek Mz osengode] Ao & gaom she ARlel ASlE Table 194 AN
Visitors
0.000
Increase
0.966
Rural
Tourism
P Views Population
0.252% -0 293
Improvement \ o che % * 0. 615 & * Growth
0.714% * / o eaz
Livi - = Region
0.395™ Bt;:;?ts -—0.E59— Hardw —g.l4z2T—™ EOS:::I:.C ~0.s12°% Economic —o.711
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Quality Differenti
- 0.949 i .
Chi-Square=24.30, df=16é, P-value=0.08315, RMSEA=0.082
Figure 6. Result of the alternative model2 path analysis
Table 5. Fit results for 3 competing models
22 df RMSEA GFI AGFI NNFI CFI
Research Model 26.452 18 0.058 0.954 0.907 0.972 0.982
Al i
terative 25.013 17 0.058 0.956 0.907 0.971 0.982
Model 1
Alternative
24.300 16 0.062 0.957 0.904 0.969 0.983
Model 2
Hypothesis Paths Research Model Alternative Model 1 Alternative Model 2
H, (4 Hardware — Quality of Life 441 (4.066)** 356 (2.714)%* 358 (2.661)%*
H, (+) Hardware — Rural Tourism 704 (8.603)** 964 (8.418)** .696 (8.445)**
Hy (+) Rural Tourism — Socio-Economic 716 (7.773)** 12 (7.712)** .615 (4.900)**
H, (+) Socio-Economic — Quality of Life 108 (1.004) . 016 (0.118) .000 (0.002)
Hy (+) Hardware —  Socio-Economic - - 142 (1.091)
Hy (+) Rural Tourism — Quality of Life - 169 (1.104) 178 (1.232)
R? of Rural Tourism Effect 0.495 0.482 0.485
R? of Socio-Economic Effect 0.254 0.508 0.520
R? of Quality of Life 0.245 0.248 0.232

**p<0.01 *p<0.05 ( )& 2z £ Z-value WY.
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