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Life of Homosexuals in Korea
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to understand the nature of life among homosexuals in Korea. Method: Phenomenological
methodology was used for the study. From February 2015 to January 2016, data were collected from 8 homosexuals through in-depth
interviews and analyzed using Colaizzi’s framework. Result: Five theme dlusters and fourteen themes were identified for the life experiences
of homosexuals. The five theme clusters were ‘alien in an intolerant society’, ‘a fateful gender that can't be denied’, ‘process of coming
out’, ‘endure as a homosexual’, and ‘future perspectives where expectation and anxiety coexist’. Conclusion: This study provides deep
insight into the experience of homosexuals's lives in changing society and culture of Korea. Nursing practices should be improved
for supportive attitudes.
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Table 1. Theme Clusters and Themes
in Korea

on the Life of Homosexuals

Theme clusters Themes

Alien in an intolerant society Can't reveal nor be exposed
Treated as a defective person

A fateful gender that
can't be denied

Efforts to resolve internalized stigma
Naturally resolved question

Life milestone found

Process of coming out Accepted for just the way one is
Act as nothing ever happened
Scar left in cold reality

Endure as a homosexual A lifelong burden

Masked double life

Strive for recognition and approval
Living on with pride and dignity

Future perspectives where
expectation and anxiety coexist

Doubtful prospects

Look forward to the future
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