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Factors Influencing Intention of Intervening towards Elder Abuse among Nurses in the
Emergency Department

Jeong, Ji Hye' - Jang, Mi Heui’
"Doctoral student, Graduate school, Konkuk University, Chungju, Republic of Korea; 2Associate Professor, College of Nursing Science, Kyung Hee University,
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the factors influencing intention of intervening towards elder abuse among nurses
in the emergency department. Methods: A cross-sectional descriptive design was used. A convenience sample of 209 emergency room
nurses working in university hospitals and general hospitals completed the questionnaires. Multiple regression analysis was performed
to examine predictors of intention of intervening towards elder abuse. Result: Awareness of elder abuse, legal and institutional
knowledge, attitude, subjective norm, and self-efficacy were positively correlated to the intention of intervening towards elder abuse.
Factors of the intention of intervening towards elder abuse in emergency room nurses were awareness of elder abuse, followed by
subjective norm and attitude. Conclusion: The findings suggest that it is necessary to educate emergency room nurses in order to
improve awareness and knowledge of elder abuse. From the nursing practice and hospital organization level, specific interventions
and strategies to increase the assessment and intervention of elder abuse are needed.
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Table 1. Differences in Intention of Intervening towards Elder Abuse by General Characteristics (N=205)
Variables Categories n (%) M=£SD t/F p
Gender Male 16 (7.8) 51.38+4.32 594 004
Female 189 (92.2) 47.36%531
20~29 97 (473) 47.30£5.35
30~39 63 (30.7) 48.73£5.54
Age (yn) 1.89 132
40~49 34 (16.6) 46.35£5.20
50~59 11 (54) 4891+3.36
Associate’s degree 102 (49.8) 47444583
Educational level Bachelor's degree 8 (38.0) 47.86+4.94 0.78 506
Master's or doctoral degree 5 (12.2) 49.36+3.65
<1 3 (11.2) 49.00+£5.98
1~<3 4 (26.3) 48244432
gggﬁe'nvcfr(kyr) 3~<5 3 (16.1) 46.52+7.28 203 091
5~<10 2 (15.6) 49.03£4.05
=10 3 (30.7) 46.63£5.09
<1 9 (19.0) 48.50£5.11
Work experience in 1~<3 1 (29.8) 48.05%5.23
emergency department 3~<5 6 (22.4) 46.33+5.92 212 079
o) 5~<10 2 (156) 49.00+4.18
=10 7 (132) 46.26%5.62
Education course Has taken 2 (10.7) 49.36+3.84
about elder abuse Not taken 183 (89.3) 47 474546 128 1o
*M=Mean, SD=Standard deviation
Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Study Variables (N=205)
Variables M=£SD Min Max Range
Awareness of elder abuse 261+44 1.69 4.00 16-64
Physical abuse 3.03+.59 167 4.00 4-16
Psychological abuse 2.73+48 1.75 4.00 4-16
Financial abuse 239+72 1.00 4.00 1-4
Sexual abuse 3.08+.73 1.00 4.00 1-4
Elder neglect 2.14+.59 1.00 4.00 4-16
Elder dereliction 263+.64 1.50 4.00 2-8
Legal and institutional knowledge 4.03+2.01 0.00 7.00 0-7
Attitude 2.69+32 193 379 14-56
Subjective norm 2.65+.54 1.67 4.00 9-36
Self-efficacy 2.59+47 1.00 4.00 8-32
Intention of intervening towards elder abuse 2.98+33 2.00 4.00 16-64
Physical abuse 3.24+.45 1.67 4.00 4-16
Psychological abuse 2.99+.35 2.00 4.00 4-16
Financial abuse 2.68+.59 1.00 4.00 1-4
Sexual abuse 32553 1.00 4.00 1-4
Elder neglect 291+44 1.50 4.00 4-16
Elder dereliction 2.87+53 1.00 4.00 2-8

*M=Mean, SD=Standard deviation
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Table 3. Correlations among the Variables (N=205)
Variables 1 ’ ’ : °
r(p) r(p) r(p) r (p) r (o)
1. Intention of intervening -
2. Awareness of elder abuse .78 (<.001) =
3. Legal and institutional knowledge 28 (.002) 16 (418) -
4. Attitude 37 (<.001) .23 (.001) 28 (<.001) =
5. Subjective norm 42 (<.001) 26 (.<.001) 38 (<.001) 51 (<.001) -
6. Self-efficacy 35 (<.001) 27 (<.001) 38 (<.001) 49 (<.001) 66 (<.001)
Table 4. Factors Affecting Intention of Intervening towards Elder Abuse (N=205)
Predictors B SE B t p Adj.R? F ()
Gender" 076 080 03 0.94 344
Awareness of elder abuse 053 0.03 70 16.55 000
Legal and institutional knowledge 022 0.1 .08 1.97 050 6 7345
Attitude 013 0.05 Al 243 016 ' (<.001)
Subjective norm 0.18 0.06 7 3.03 003
Self-efficacy -0.05 0.07 -03 -0.69 488

"Dummy variable: Gender (men=0), SE=Standard error
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