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<Abstract>

The Phenomenological Study on School Dropout
of Specialized Vocational High School Students

Myung-Hun Lee”

The purpose of this study was to analysis school dropout of specialized vocational
high school students using phenomenological research method. The interview for the
research was carried out with 10 adolescents who dropped out specialized vocational
high school from December 8 to 23, 2018. According to the result of the research, 31
themes were extracted from interviews with 10 research participants. And 10 theme
clusters were categorized from these. And these clusters were divided into 3 domains
: 'before school dropout’, ‘causes & process of school dropout, feeling about school
dropout’, “after school dropout’

Based on the finding of the study, major conclusions of this study were as follow:

First, adolescents who dropped out specialized vocational high school suffered
from hard school life, disappointing lead from teachers, stereotypical lesson. And
they committed misdeeds, and had psychological difficulties. Some of them kept up
the good relationship with their friends, teachers, parents, some of them did not.
Some of them kept up the good relationship with their friends, teachers and parents,
while some of them did not.

Second, they chose dropout due to various different causes. The procedures of
school dropout proceeded with comparative ease. The effect of dropout prevention
program is very limited. The feeling they felt at the time of school dropout varied
individually. Some adolescents who dropped out specialized vocational high school
were satisfied while others were stressed out, regretting their decision.

Third, they lived diligently working part-time jobs or preparing General Equivalency
Diploma (GED) test after dropout. They experienced positive changes in their daily
lives after dropout. But sometimes they experienced various difficulties and negative
changes. Most of them had their goals, and they were preparing for them. Their
expectation was low that their life will succeed if they returned to school. They
wanted people to understand their decision about dropout. And multiple institutions
are supporting adolescents who dropped out specialized vocational high school. They
need practical support : Various information, activity for career experience, counseling

etc.

Key words: Specialized Vocational High School Students, School Dropout,
Phenomenological Study



