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The awareness of medical department students about

euthanasia
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*Department of Pharmaceutics & Biotechnology, Konyang University

=Abstract =

Purpose: This study examined medical college students’ perception of euthanasia and
analyzed whether there were significant differences in their perceptions based on their
grade, religion, and economic situation.

Methods: A questionnaire comprising items relating to students’ knowledge about
euthanasia, their economic situation relationships with patients, and the extent to which
euthanasia would be allowed depending on the patient’s condition.

Results: Results by age and school year revealed there were no statistically significant
differences concerning permissible levels of euthanasia. However, differences were found in
the permissible levels of euthanasia according to changes in the patients’ condition.
Conclusion: It can be interpreted that students’ personal values and religion had a great
effect on the perception of euthanasia than the process of acquiring medical knowledge. The
religion or values they have in your life affect your perception of euthanasia more than the
process of acquiring and learning medical knowledge.

The suffering of patients is the most important priority and it supports euthanasia on the
grounds of relieving psychological distress for patients’ families and the right of every
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patient to die gracefully. Nevertheless, considering the possibility of patient survival and

euthanasia being used for murder, it is necessary to legislate the use of euthanasia and

have the appropriate qualifications for its administration on patients.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Religion, Value, Medical college, Students
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(22.4%) 010t} Ab= A AwRW 5=
6.9%(207), FAXAE= 44.5%(1299), SAEARE
34.5%(1007), 5012 14.1%(41%)Sth<Table 1>.

Table 1. An analysis of the frequency of the subject's common matters (N=290)
variable category Frequency %
Gonder Female 199 68.6
Male 91 31.4
First grader 109 37.6
School year Second grader 71 24.5
Third grader 72 24.8
Fourth grader 38 13.1
19~20 189 65.2
21~22 75 25.9
23~24 24 8.3
25 or higher 2 0.7
Christianity 76 26.2
Buddhism 16 5.5
Catholic 17 5.9
No religion 181 62.4
Poor 24 8.3
Economic situation of the family Normal 232 80.0
Rich 34 11.7
Alone 2 0.7
1~2 14 4.8
Number of family members 3 40 13.8
4 169 58.3
5 or higher 65 22.4
Special city 20 6.9
Metropolitan city 129 44.5
Small and medium cities 100 34.5
Farming and fishing village 41 14.1
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Table 2. Permissibility of euthanasia to oneself recoverability (N=290)
variable category Frequency %
It's not like that at all. 49 16.9
Be generally not so 99 34.1
ilsl(;“;hiafnt}é%ql;l_{enhOOd of recovery is Be normal 39 30.7
By and large 41 14.1
Very likely 12 4.1
It's not like that at all. 29 10.0
Be generally not so 63 21.7
ilslgvihiafnt}é%;sl.(elihood of recovery is Be normal 30 27 6
By and large 89 30.7
Very likely 29 10.0
It's not like that at all. 13 4.5
Be generally not so 21 7.2
élsl(smihi;nt}ée%:ikelihood of recovery is Be normal 43 148
By and large 120 41.4
Very likely 93 32.1
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ghdo] 7.3%(81), 281do] 5.6%(478), 38R o]
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51.4%(56), 23hdo] 42.3%(309), 33hdo]
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Table 3. Permissibility of euthanasia by subjects (N=290)
variable category Frequency %
It's not like that at all. 9 3.1
Be generally not so 21 7.2
the degree to which euthanasia is Be normal 16 15.8
allowed for oneself.
By and large 141 48.6
Very likely 73 25.1
It's not like that at all. 17 5.8
Be generally not so 53 18.2
the degree to which euthanasia is Be normal 93 39.0
allowed for others.
By and large 95 32.7
Very likely 32 11.0
It's not like that at all. 12 4.1
B 11 t 31 10.8
The degree to which euthanasia is ¢ generaily not so
allowed for family and Be normal 106 37.0
acquaintances.
By and large 100 34.9
Very likely 37 12.9

The Korean Journal of Emergency Medical Services Vol. 23(1)



172

Table 4. Differences in acceptance by gender (N=290)
Gender 2
Total X
woman  man ()
. person 4 5 9
It's not like that at all
% 2.0% 55% 3.1%
person 14 7 21
Be generally not so
% 7.0% T77% 7.2%
Allow euthanasia for person 33 13 46 4.660
Be normal
yourself. % 16.6% 14.3% 15.9% (.324)
person 102 39 141
By and large
% 51.3% 429% 48.6%
) person 46 27 73
Very likely
% 23.1% 29.7% 25.2%
. person 10 7 17
It's not like that at all
% 5.0% 7.7% 5.9%
person 35 18 53
Be generally not so
% 17.6% 19.8% 18.3%
Allo‘w euthanasia for person 63 30 93 1.499
family and Be normal ( '827)
acquaintances. % 31.7% 33.0% 32.1% .
person 68 27 95
By and large
% 34.2% 29.7% 32.8%
. person 23 9 32
Very likely
% 11.6% 9.9% 11.0%
. person 3 8 11
It's not like that at all
% 1.5% 8.8% 3.8%
person 18 12 30
Be generally not so
% 9.0% 13.2% 10.3%
Allow euthanasia for person 71 34 105 11.990™
Be normal
others. % 35.7% 37.4% 36.2% (.017)
person 80 28 108
By and large
% 40.2% 30.8% 37.2%
person 27 9 36

Very likel
Y Y % 13.6% 9.9% 12.4%

34.2%(13%) Av}. AAEAZS Avnw ¥ 3) T IE A=

24.6220]3L, o282 0.0170% SAHOR £ 1ol Bl that otetale] &84 wol= £

SRt Ael7k Asict<Table 5>. How froluld Aol vehiA eikeh
7S A9, BRIl tigk Qrebate] §-8A%= 71E3) 7|olo] ek QAL ) 8ahlE Al

o= AR O frolulat Aol molA] ek,
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Table 5. The degree of tolerance in different grades (N=290)
School year X
Ist 2nd  3rd  4th Total
grader grader grader grader
It's not like  Person 6 2 0 1 9
that at all. % 55%  2.8% 0.0% 26% 3.1%
Be generally berson 8 4 8 1 21
not so % 7.3% 56% 11.1% 26% 7.2%
Allow euthanasia person 22 10 6 8 46 24.622
Be normal
for yourself. % 20.2% 14.1% 8.3% 21.1% 15.9% (.017)
person 56 30 40 15 141
By and large
% 51.4% 42.3% 55.6% 39.5% 48.6%
. person 17 25 18 13 73
Very likely
% 156% 35.2% 25.0% 34.2% 25.2%
It's not like  Person 8 5 3 1 17
that at all. % 73%  7.0% 42% 26% 5.9%
Be generally person 22 13 12 6 53
not so % 202% 18.3% 16.7% 15.8% 18.3%
Allow e.uthanasia person 35 24 29 12 93 9.070
for family and Be normal (.697)
acquaintances. % 32.1% 33.8% 30.6% 31.6% 32.1% \-
person 37 20 27 11 95
By and large
% 33.9% 282% 37.5% 289% 32.8%
. person 7 9 8 8 32
Very likely
% 6.4% 12.7% 11.1% 21.1% 11.0%
It's not like  DPerson 7 1 3 0 11
that at all. % 6.4% 1.4% 4.2% 0.0% 3.8%
Be generally Dberson 8 5 13 4 30
not so % 7.3% 7.0% 18.1% 10.5% 10.3%
Allow euthanasia person 41 29 21 14 105 20.516
Be normal
for others. % 37.6% 40.8% 29.2% 36.8% 36.2% (.058)
person 43 27 28 10 108
By and large
% 394% 38.0% 38.9% 26.3% 37.2%
. person 10 9 7 10 36
Very likely
% 9.2% 127% 9.7% 26.3% 12.4%

A 8] 18R] Bt 5 7=t 9.2%(77), Eal
7} 18.8%(39), HFW7} 0.0%(0), F-u7f
3.9%(78) = YERgTE tiAR 137 etk A
B 715007} 22.4%(179), B} 6.3%(17), H
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W7} 32.9%(25%), B} 37.5%(6™), HFu7t
47.1%(8%), F0l7} 30.9%(56™8) Stk vil$- 1)
2 AR 71507t 9.29%(77), Buir} 25.0%(4
), X7} 23.5%(4%), Fu7t 9.4%(1778) Ak
ARTARS A9, XY= 22.6920]3L F12] 8

H2 0.03002 FAH = FoF Ao|7} itk

<Table 6>.

4) BAAARC e F8AE

AAA e 518 e A e, F1Ew)

Table 6. A difference in the degree of acceptance by religion (N=290)
Religion
2
e . . No  Total X
Christianity Buddhism Catholic A (»
religion
It's not like person 4 1 0 4 9
that at all. % 5.3% 6.3% 0.0%  22% 3.1%
Be generally  berson 4 0 1 16 21
not so % 5.3% 0.0% 5.9% 8.8% T7.2%
Allow person 18 2 1 25 46 15.176
euthanasia for  Be normal N
yourself. % 23.7% 12.5%  5.9% 13.8% 159% (.232)
person 33 6 8 94 141
By and large
% 43.4% 37.5% 47.1% 51.9% 48.6%
. person 17 7 7 42 73
Very likely
% 22.4% 43.8% 41.2% 23.2% 25.2%
It's not like  person 7 3 0 7 17
that at all. % 9.2% 18.8% 0.0%  3.9% 5.9%
Be generally — berson 17 1 1 34 53
not so % 22.4% 6.3% 5.9% 18.8% 18.3%
Allow
euthanasia for person 20 2 4 67 93 22.692"
. Be normal
family and % 26.3% 12.5%  23.5% 37.0% 32.1% (.030)
acquaintances. person 25 6 3 56 95
By and large
% 32.9% 37.5% 471%  30.9% 32.8%
. person 7 4 4 17 32
Very likely
% 9.2% 25.0% 23.5% 9.4% 11.0%
It's not like  person 5 0 0 6 11
that at all. % 6.6% 0.0% 0.0%  3.3% 3.8%
Be generally — person 8 0 1 21 30
not so % 10.5% 0.0% 5.9% 11.6% 10.3%
Allow person 27 6 5 67 105 14.690
euthanasia for  Be normal :
others. % 35.5% 37.5%  29.4% 37.0% 36.2% (.259)
person 26 5 7 70 108
By and large
% 34.2% 31.3% 41.2% 38.7% 37.2%
. person 10 5 4 17 36
Very likely
% 13.2% 31.3% 23.5% 9.4% 12.4%
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Table 7. Choice of euthanasia (N=290)
variable category Frequency %
It's not like that at all. 0 0.0
Be generally not so 13 4.5
;(r?uachca;xcflinttc.) choose yourself before Be normal 40 138
By and large 150 51.7
Very likely 87 30.0
It's not like that at all. 2 0.7
If the patient did not want Be generally not so 30 10.3
cutaas befoe e seclent 0 g porma no
circumstances. By and large 100 34.5
Very likely 36 29.7
It's not like that at all. 24 8.3
If the patient suffers a lot, he or she Be generally not so 62 214
can do so even if he or she did not Be normal 96 33.1
want to do so before the accident. By and large 95 298
Very likely 13 4.5
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Table 8. Answer of yes or no to euthanasia (N=290)
variable category Frequency %
Financial burden 35 13.3
Patient pain 151 57.4
Support . . . .
cuthanasia Psychological pain of the family of a patient 36 13.7
The right of a patient to die with dignity 36 13.7
Organ transplants can save more lives. 5 1.9
There is a risk of being abused for murder (social side 102 36.7
effect) )
Be religiously wrong 4 1.4
Oppose
euthanasia Because life is dignity and precious 53 19.1
Because there's hope for life. 110 39.6
Because it's illegal. 9 3.2
The qualifications of a doctor to administer euthanasia. 18 6.4
What I think is . . .
most necessary Qualification of patients to allow euthanasia 136 48.2
for the - Simplification of the Euthanasia Enforcement
legalization of Procedure 14 5.0
euthanasia
People's exact knowledge of euthanasia 114 40.4
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