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A Study an Effective Copyright Protection Method for Webtoons
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Abstract The Korea Copyright Commission has pursued copyright technology R&D projects to
prevent illegal copying of comics and Webtoons. We developed a feature-based scanned comic
filtering technology in order to apply technical measures to specific types of online service
providers. We also developed technologies in order to monitor and identify illegally distributed
comics on webhard sites and to monitor and identify illegally distributed webtoons. Even
though all comic books posted on webhard sites are illegal, it is no trouble to download and
access popular comics by accessing websites in foreign countries. Even under these
circumstances, the comic and webtoon copyright protection technologies developed over the
past six years have been used at all. In this paper, we examine what the problems are and
find solutions to propose a copyright protection method for webtoons.
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Fig. 1. Size of illegal copy market by contents
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Fig. 2. Recognition of illegal digital comic usage
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