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Awareness of good Samaritan law and attitude toward basic

life support in university students

Eun—Sook Choi - Kyoung—Youl Lee

Department of Emergency Medical Service, Kongju National University

=Abstract =

Purpose: This study aimed to assess the awareness of good Samaritan law and attitude toward

basic life support (BLS) of university students,

Methods: A 29—item questionnaire survey was conducted among 147 students in A university,
The participants were freshmen and sophomores who had received cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) training in middle or high school, Statistical analysis was carried out using SPSS 21.0.
Results: The majority (85%) of the participants knew about the good Samaritan clause in the
Emergency Medical Service Act, but only about half (58.5%) knew about the Non—rescuer Act.
Almost all of the patients said they would administer CPR to patients and showed a positive
attitude toward BLS (3.74+0.40).

Conclusion: Greater help attitude was exhibited by those who knew the good Samaritan law,
These findings suggested that such education may increase their likelihood or helping in

emergencies,
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Table 1. Difference in BLS' attitude according to subject’s general characteristics (N=147)
Factors Category n (%) Mean+SD t J)
Male 49 (33.3) 3.85+.39
Gender 2.401 .018
Female 98 (66.7) 3.68+ .40
1st 106 (72.1) 3.67+.40
Grade -3.540 .001
2nd 41 27.9) 3.92+.34
Yes. 94 (63.9) 3.82+.39
BLS education in university 3.275 .001
No. 53 (36.1) 3.60=£.39
Total 3.74. £40

*BLS, basic life support
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Table 2, Difference in BLS attitude according to subject’s willingness to perform CPR' (N=147)
Factors Category n (%) Mean+SD t/F p
Chest compression when found Do. 128 87.1) 3.78+ .41 4 650 000
patients with unconsciousness Don’t 19 (12.9) 347+ 94 ’ ’
AED use when found patients with PO 139 (94.6)  3.76+.40 5 500 o0
unconsciousness Don’t 8 (5.4) 3.39+ 31 ’ '
119 call .when found patients with Do, 147 (100) 374+ 40
unconsciousness
1~3* 12 (8.2) 3.35+.17
Confidence in chest compression b .000
(Mean+SD=6,99+2.24) AT ” (49.0) 3.56+.33 37.069 a<blc
8~10° 62 (42.2)  4.00+.35
1~3 16 (10.9) 3.50+.24
Confidence in AED use b .000
(Mean +SD=7,01+2.59) AT o8 (39.5) 3.54%.36 27.290 ab<{c
8~10° 71 (48.3) 3.95+.36

*BLS, basic life support
"CPR cardiopulmonary resuscitation
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Table 3. Difference in BLS  attitude according to subject’s awareness of Good Samaritan law (N=147)

Factors Category n (%) Mean=+SD t D
Recognition of Good Know. 125 8.0 3.80+.% 4172 .000
Samaritan law Not know. 99 (15.0)  3.43+.33 '
Recognition about Know. 86 (58.5) 3.86+.36

4.441  .000
non—rescuer act Not know, 61 (41.5) 3.58+ .40

*BLS, basic life support
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Table 4. Awareness about Good Samaritan law (N=147)
Strongly . Strongly
Questions disagree Disagree Neutral Agree agree
n(%) 1n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%)
A rescuer with voluntary must help
all victim, 2(1.4) 27(18.4)  28(19.0)  74(50.3)  16(10.9)
It mgst pum'sh the rescuer if there is 13(8.9) 66(44.9) 45(30.6) 90(13.6) 3(2.0)
a serious mistake,
The rescuer has no civil or criminal 42.7) 31(21.1) 37(25.2) 60(40.9) 1510.2)
responsibility, : ’ ’ : :
Rescuer help people if it is not
legally responsible. 0(0) 8(5.4) 31(21.1) 63(42.9) 45(30.6)
Table 5. Awareness about non—rescuer act (N=147)
Strongly . Strongly
. Disagree Neutral ce
Questions disagree agr Agr agree
n(%) 1n(%) n(%) n(%) n(%)
Those who do not have an
emergency rescue must be punished, 10.7 32(2L.8) 40(27.2) 58(39.5) 16(10.9)
Non—rescuer acts should be
introduced. 2(1.4) 19(12.9) 38(25.9) 69(46.9) 19(12.9)
The introduction of non—rescuer act
will have a social change in the help 0(0) 6(4.1) 24(16.3) 81(55.1) 36(24.5)

the injured.
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Table 6. Correlation among confidence in chest compression, confidence in AED use and attitude
towards basic life support (N=147)

Confidence in chest compression Confidence in AED use

Confidence in AED use (2(2)?))
Attitude towards basic life support (ggg) ( (5)(3)g)

el laalsads HES A 4415 1 BT, BRlA 2313 o
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Table 7. Reasons for do not have chest compression and AED use when found patients with
unconsciousness

Chest compression AED use
Answer (N=18) (N=8)
n ) n ()
I have no ability to do well, 15 (44.1) 8 (53.3)
It would be rather harmful to the patient. 13 (38.2) 6 (40.0)
I'1l be legally troubled later. 5 14.7) 1 6.7)
It will be infected from the patient, 1 (2.9)

*multiple response, 1 missing data present
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Table 8. Worry about do chest compression and AED use when found patients with unconsciousness

Chest compression AED use

Answer (N=125) (N=135)
n (%) n (%)
It would be rather harmful to the patient. 105 (43.9) 114 (44.2)
I'll be legally troubled later, 63 (26.4) 66 (25.6)
I have no ability to do well, 55 (23.0) 61 (23.6)
It will be infected from the patient, 8 (8.3) 8 (3.1)
I am afraid to get close to the patient. 6 (2.5) 6 2.8)
Ete. 2 0.8 2 1.2)

*multiple response, 3 missing data present
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