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ABSTRACT : The aim of this paper is to identify the characteristics of social economy in social farming practices, and to explore

three core factors of experiment, openness and locality, which have a significant impact on the working-mechanism of social

innovation. Though a few social farming practice appear nowadays in Korea, it can be witnessed social economic factors such as

cooperation between networks and solidarity actors, pursuing social values in social farming. On the basis of the conceptual

framework on the social economy characteristics, this study examines case analysis in order to find the possibilities as a social

innovation of the social farming. Three farms perform multiple functions of care, labour integration, training in farming area, and

sometimes make collaboration work with artists and local residents. Social farming can be social innovation practices in the view of

the interaction of experiments, openness and locality within the context of an innovation process, networking, enhancing social

capital.
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Table 1. The working-mechanism of social innovation in the field of social farming

MPge Bags 9ge Belol Aok AEFel A

Experiments

Openness

Locality

Deoksan-myeon,

Jecheon-si

¢ design various community-
building activities from a range
of cafe to education center

provide various opportunities not
only activities in farm, but also
non-agricultural activities in
urban-rural areas to participants
(young people)

local education, local market, local
food, local clubs are organized
with circular cooperation

Janggok-myeon,

Hongseong-gun

e repeated trials of programmes
with the different conditions in
order to discover their needs,
priorities

Munui-myeon,
Cheongju-si

* heterogeneous materials and abilities
are mixed in social farming
projects each

local and wider level of networks
with multiple kinds of relations
and works

go after an integrated farming
system in the basis of organic
farming and experiential learning
at the local level

find out the value of locality and
to integrate agricultural factors
into artworks
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