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The Evolvement of Discourse and the Establishment of
Conceptional System on Rurality and Ruralness

Lee, Sang Moon

Professor of Dept. of Urban Planning & Engineering, Hyupsung Univ.

ABSTRACT : This study is to give a three-dimensional view of the concept of rurality and ruralness in terms of time-span,

perceived object and awareness level. In the precedent studies ruralness or rurality has been approached as the category of usefulness

resources called amenity. This overlooked the perceived representation,

institutional reference and rurality of ideological values.

Rurality appears as a cumulative representation of being rural from the past to the present, but ruralness exists as a desirable form

or value for the future. Through this study, it has been analyzed that ruralness consists of six realms such as environment,

community, self-reliance, aesthetics, enjoyable amenity and settlement, and of three or four sub-realms by each amounting to 20 in

total. According to the vocabulary listing by the survey to 30 experts, rurality for the past-present is mainly imagined as of natural

environment, agriculture, landscape, and community history, while ruralness for the future is frequently described as of communities,

settlement and self-reliance by number of references. Through the vocabulary extraction, 17 words in the level of mid-conception are

induced including ecology, comfort, history, agriculture, landscape, place, culture, convenience, etc. In conclusion the concept of

ruralness along with rurality could be organized into three different layers of perception consisting of representation, norms and

usefulness.
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Figure 2. Discourse Formation of Ruralness
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Table 1. Rural Vocabulary Categorization by 10 Experts’ Brainstorming and Wording

Target Positive Neutral Negative
Natural (soil, stream, ditch, green)
Green and fresh
Be in good health
Clean in the environment
Nature
Clean
Fresh-air
Refreshing
Idyllic
Open Unique Old-Fashioned
At rest Qpen-mmded Filthy
. Simple
Scenic Smelly
. Small .
Image Diverse Scene Foul-smelling
. A low gaze
(Landscape) | Quiet . . Dark
(Low-rise dwelling, fence) .
Cozy Simple (frugal) Boring
Comfortable ple {Irug Contaminated/spotted pollution
Peaceful On the air Factory-built
Eating broadcast Yy
;i}rljalr:jcng Low-income
Production | Feeding Greep{farmmg experience Hard. to work
. . Empirical Physically hard
(agriculture) | Agricultural. . S
. . . . Physical Inefficient in finance
A farming village behind the city Easv to develo
Affluent Y P
Missing
Native/Indigenous folk
Homeland | A fermented soybeans o
. . Historical
(Locality Native .
X . Rustic
History) Emotional
Motherly
Containing a childhood memories
. Locale Ill-guard'ed
Cordial Collective Forced into
Com.mumf:y He.lp ne eaf:h other Gated tree at village entrance Out (.)f baby's crying
(relationship) | Intimate with each other . Old-timed
Public space
Shared Empty space Sparsely populated
pty sp Empty
[ll-equipped
Inconvenient to live in
Living Government's support to build all gi;egs;dent
(Settlement) the facilities Awkward fo walk
Underdeveloped (slate roof, unpaved road)
Deficient in cultural facilities
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Table 2. Past & Present-Based Rurality Vocabulary Extracted from 30 Experts’ Wording

Experts’ narrative vocabulary lowest middle
Target Positive * neutral Negative classification category
. Mountain and
Mountain and water(18). Pond water(19)
Nature(4). Star. Cloud.. Azalea. Heat haze. Full moon. Sound (new Inanimate Ecology
Environ water wind) beings(13) 39)
ment A variety of plants and animals. Insect(2). Crickets. Grasshoppers. Biology(7)
Fireflies. Tumblebug. To be healthy £y
(55) Trash. Vinyl greenhouse.
The fresh air(4). Comfortable(2). Clear Spoiled water. Gigantic | Cleanliness(11) | Amenity
Barn (16)
Blue(4). Green. Green(5)
Parents(2). Going home(2). Mother. Hometown. Ancestor. Close . . .
friends. Relatives. Mother’s home. Grave Disappearing hometown Onglln(ll) Homing
Hgtlo)ry Homesickness(2). Memory. Longing. Dirt. Brazier. Fork and Timber Homesg;:kness( 9
Holiday(2). Traditional culture. Tradition. Traditional House. Succession(10) History
Preservation. A conservative group Preservation(2) (12)
Warm heart(10). Kindness. Warmth. Want to see. Friendly Warmth(14) | Relationship
C Exchange labor(3). Neighbor(2). Friends of community Link(8) (22)
ommu
. Old man(5). Aging(9) .
nity Aging(3). Rural aging ging| Poplrllatlon
(2) Village extinguished by Depopulation persistence
over-lasting depopulation (e (10
Paddy fields(9). Orchard(2). Pasture fields Farmland(13) Agriculture
. Cow/Calf(5). Farming(2). Mechanized farming. Cultivator(3). Cultivation(14) g
Agricult Exposed farming Labor. Plowing @7
ure
(46) Crops(6). Rice plant. Livestock of mass breeding Native species disappeared proé?lig(l 0 ECOI;(;I;ﬁCS(
Farmer(2). Agriculture(2). Abundant(3). Harvest. Golden colored field Poverty Production(9)
Disordered development(3). Management
Disordered landscape Amangement(4) 4)
Quiet country road(3). Countryside(2). Unpartitioned homes. Simple. Naive
Country. Unpaved dirt road. Dirt road mood(10) Landscane
Aestheti | Beauty(2). Nice view. Feel comfortable. Terraced Paddy Field. Large . P
. . . Scenic @n
s cropland. Open plain. Rural planting. Thatched landscape. Tile house.
. . beauty(11)
(36) Saemaeul(modernized) Housing
Gate Tree at village. Neighborhood yard the child played. Back hill Heritage(8)
where played. Stonewall. Water mill. Outside laundry. Hut. Well ertiage Place
Smokestack chimney. Platform for crocks of sauces and condiments. Residential 15)
House fountain. Kitchen with cauldron. Hot stone-floor. Courtyard memory(6)
Rest(2). Foot prints. Fire-working. Pig ripening on a brazier. Festival Rest(7) Leisure
Amenit Makgeolli. Food. Hand-made taste. Kimchi. Steamed rice Food(7) 14)
y Socio-cultural activities. cultural space. New year's day. Full moon, Type of
23) Thanks giving festival play(5) Culture
Educational place for children to live with nature. Happiness. . ©)
L Personality(4)
Irrationality. Healthy
. Inconvenience(2).
Settlem | Fam h"use(ls))(‘)an‘t’w\snhf‘ﬂf)'P?:ho"ﬁﬁ fT‘;“:;l I“Efrﬂ‘”“age street. 1 underdeveloped(3). Old. | Facilities(21) | Convenienc
ent own Jook. THaygro or the cldery Slate roof €
ibility(2). .
@n Market a five-day. Want to live. Space to preserve for the future Weak ac;:lesj;bl iy(2) Dwelling(6) @n

Note) The number in ( ) indicates the vocabulary frequency
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Table 3. Future-Oriented Ruralness Vocabulary Extracted from 30 Experts’ Wording

. Lowest Middle
Target Expert narrative vocabulary classification | category
Cozy rural with the surrounding terrain. Rural connecting with nature. Space to live with nature. Hm\;ﬁ?lny
Eco-Friendly Rural Village nature(4)
Rural, ecologically healthy and living with nature(3). Space where various living things (animals C Ecology
. . . . L . Biodiversity
and animals) can enjoy healthy lives. Various fish living in small rivers. Well managed . 14)
. . . . . . Conservation
. Mountain behind village. Space where ecosystems exist. Natural environment conservation. (10)
Environm Environmental conservation
ent
30) Rural Response to Climate Change. Clean energy Circularity(2)
Comfort(2). Clean(3). Clear water and air. Place full of clear air and clear water. Pesticide free
organic farming. Water quality improvement (reservoir, small stream, streams, etc.). Improve
hygiene environment through efficient treatment of livestock manure. A village with no bams Purity(14) Amenity
and no tide damage. Clean and pleasant living environment. Pleasant living space. Reduced green (16)
house (horticulture) and growing land cultivation
Rural being full of green. Green rural Green(2)
Identify and apply Korean characteristics in rural(2). Traditions. Intangible Resource Restoration.
Folk Song. Pansori. Traditional Story Restoration. Preservation of historical and cultural space History
Creation of Korean Rural Space. Differentiate from Western houses(hanok, brick houses, etc.). an History
Place to protect (space to be passed down to future generations) 15)
Rural like mother's chest(2). Hometown. family Ho(l::)mg
Communi Community living well together(4). Restoration of community spirit. Village where community Solidarity
ty works well. Community revitalization through small communities. Diverse social communities. A 12 Relationship
43) village with a common goal. Independent community. Sharing within farmers. Self-help activities (12) 15)
Hearty Rural. Living quarters with neighbors. Place full of care. Caring each other Warmth(3)
Rural youth returns. New workplaces for young people. Young rural. Regenerative rural Youn
population. Abundant jobs for young people. Influx of people. Full of crying young babies. s Population
. . rural(8) ;
Resurrected elementary school. Playing children persistence
15
Returning village(6). Return to their hometowns. Keep their villages vital Returning(7) (13)
Mechanization. New breed. Specialized crop growth. Crop map. Source of Korean food industry. | .. .. .
. . Ay . . - . . .. . Diversificatio
Full-scale introduction of precision agriculture. Discovering native species(original, endemic) of N
various crops. Four seasons production environment such as glass greenhouse. Agricultural (10)
machinery or facilities to overcome aging. Hydroponic Cultivation
Food becoming medicine. Safe food. Safe agro products. Safe production space. Safe stuffing. | Safety food | Agriculture
Organic farming 6) 24
Plant factory. Advanced farming. Introduction of robot agricultural machinery. Changes in .
. I . Modernizatio
Self-relian agricultural models due to mechanization of agriculture and development of technology. Smart n(8)
ce farm factory. Farm operated by ICT technology. Spread of smart farms. Unmanned agriculture
9 Inter-urban Inter-urban
Green tourism. High farm incomes. Well connected urban-rural food exchange. living in rural rural rural
and commuting to cities exchange
exchange(4) @)
. . . L. . . . Economic .
Creating future jobs(2). Rural leading innovation in the 4th Industrial Revolution. 4th Industrial o Regional
. . . . . T . revitalization .
Revolution Friendly. Reducing gap with cities by reducing agro logistics limits. Self-sufficient through Innovation
place in town . & (6)
innovation(6)
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Expert narrative vocabula Lowest Middle
P i classification | category
Tidy rural village road. Tidy arable land. Well-located factory without disorder. Retard
o " S . ; Orderly
development. Well maintained green residential area. Residential environment maintenance. development
Production and housing separation. Lungs role to curb the expansion of city. Preserving the (SI;
environment manz(ligg)ment
Promotion of rural development based on spatial planning. Systematic development. Intentional
. . . . Planned
. management of land use in rural space. Comprehensive approach(mountain, field, village, water
Aesthetics space) Access(5)
Beautiful scenery. Beautiful rural look. Beautiful village. Landscaping agriculture. Landscaping Beauty Landscape
cropping. Emotional landscape. Improvement of rural housing meeting Korean sentiments. ) ©)
Characteristic village. Enhancing competitiveness by taking advantage of local features. Place
Competitive place with local specialization. Rural areas with unique resources. Characteristic rural | Locality(6) ©)
center and downtown planning. Unique space preserving ruralness
Rest and Recreation(4). Slack(2). Cure. Relaxation of mind Recreation Lei
eisure
Well preserved recreation area. Healing village. Resting. Recreation space. Expansion of rural Leisure )
. leisure facilities space(5)
Enjoyable Multicultural | Diversity
: . . . . . ulticultural 1Verst
ameni )
ty Rural in harmony with multi-cultural families(3). Foreigner Family(4) @)
rural village enjoying the urban cultural environment without discrimination. Place where .Llfe. Culture
. . . . . . ” satisfaction
residents can live a wit and content life. Happiness higher than cities 3) 3
Well-equipped centers (convenient life, cultural facilities, etc.)(4). Establishing independent small
living zone of inhabitants(2). Convenient living by improvement of living facilities. A place full Facilities
of feeling proud. Fully equipped with welfare facilities. Increased support for life-oriented SOC. (13)
School environment
- Convenience
Service 22)
Online access. Offline access. Good access to central and large cities accessibility
3)
Maintaining a good living environment. Eco-friendly residential space. Easy-to-life rural Sy
dwelli Mot £ h hrouch h L idential ) Residential
Settlement wellings. Maintenance of empty houses t ou.g common homes(joint residential complexes). space(6)
Want to live forever.
Safe from accidents and crimes. Disaster free village Safety(2) L
Responsibilit
Livable for the elderly. Enjoy the elderly life. Elderly friendly residential facilities. Ultra old Elderly y
society. Polarization(growing villages vs. diminishing villages) care(6) ®
Use of drones(2). Living with ICT. Rural with advanced smart system. Living environment with Aj;i?g:d
ICT for the elderl, i
y ) Recez};t)lvny
. . . New demand
Accommodating cultural welfare needs. Welfare service for the elderly living alone
response(2)
Note) The number in ( ) indicates the vocabulary frequency
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Table 4. Conceptual Framework and Directional Language on Ruralness

Target Subarea Oriented language

ecology Rural with healthy ecological system

Environment Circularity Rural with resource circulation and renewable energy
Amenity Pleasant Rural without Pollution
History Rural inheritance full of local traditions and memories

. Welfare Accessibility Rural filled with social safety net

Community — — —

Solidarity Mutual solidarity and participation

Population persistence

Rural villages response to population cliffs and depopulation

Agriculture

Agriculture that saves life and society

Regional Innovation

Rural areas where innovation and local industry coexist

Self-reliance
Urban-rural exchange

Rural areas where urban and rural exchanges

Inclusive growth

Rural growing with social Sharing Economy

Management Decently managed farmland without disordered development
Aesthetics Landscape Beautiful rural villages with unique emotions
Placeness Unique farming village with local identity
Leisure Countryside with leisure space and activities
Enjoyment Diversity Rural activities being harmonized regardless of nationality, age, or gender
Culture Enjoyable areas full of happiness with pleasant experiences and life
Convenience Convenient rural with living services
Settlement Responsibility Safe and elderly and minority-friendly village
Receptivity Activated village where residents' demands and advanced functions are harmonized
3}, w20 - A AY 549 =], 5= 1 golg B FHoY gAY dYE dARE A A
A e S, vgd o7t 25, vest A& Wzshar St} o] HEFAs g4 7t
A 48, oviyy Ad 2§ d B, oS 94, AP, FsAA, A &
- A, AFEN - BAFAE AT A0 A= o2 Yehgth 529 ouAs AAST - 7 - B
Ao FEME A, AT HA a9 Aud F&AGAE o] vl ZkA7F AA FHeete Aes sME
R T Ak
2. oA A Sxfe RECEM SEM(rurality) 013 3. HIEHEISH R& O 2N SECKZ(ruralness)

55 ZANtable 2)

013 55 ZAKtable 3)

T oY AETt 308e Ees 3 w2l tis) PAFE viE olojA= w2 EE2 vz A
AZUAY =7l vk AEA 71EstEs sk 19 E TR FAsle w29 EFoR2A9 FE0woIth
d olm Ay oF ] F5L5 defaiiitt. FA A FH TEGES vl B9 oR o] fa A2 e =2
ojojxl FAE kil w2 EEe wWeHe o A W 7id ol
s dolud 75 1109 7 olde Aedtes A AE7F Ad 308 o s w29 vy == 4
T ZARE AABIH. st A2 odEss TR A A sl & BES AES stk dAE Adshd
geh A RFosA wEe SA4S 9 Utk A el sE AIES o v sE0] Bl A
IAFE & olofAHA wEo A dHE WIs= T Gyt B7E 19T 7 o AedteEs AR =
FEGoI AT w2 P BREoRA sEURS T34

TEEE 189 NdeE 8744, A, SEAA, © 28 vHdE FAHeR BA geve b v &
TR, AT, FRAE, AFE e FAEH w24 TEUEOlE #A84 Aol fitke Aotk Ae ¥
< 529 A7et FAe BES Wkgsta 7] Wl o] izl A He FEAAdo]l 7 Ba st A
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Table 5. Three-dimensional View of the Concept of Ruralness
Rurality Ruralness
Representation Norm Usefulness Representation Norm Usefulness
. . Pollution .
. Natural. Landscape. Pollu.tlon Status. qulogy Purity. Green. prevention. Ecological
Environment Clear. Blue Environmental Inanimate. Clean. Ecolo Nature resources.
’ damage. Natural resources. ) £Y- conservation Mineral resources.
Hometoyvn. L Succession.
Memories. Return. Solidarity. . .
. . . Conservation. Community work.
Community Ancestors. Parent. | Depopulation facts Depopulation Longing. Warmth. Population Returning home
Festival. Aging facts. Village enterprise. | Tradition. Korean ersistence .,
Hanok. Leighbor. specific p ’ progr
Vigor. Young.
Old people
Crop production. Safe food.
Crop. Farmland. Mechanization. S.ale of Clean agriculture. . In(.:ome. Organic sales.
. . agricultural Advanced diversification.
Self-reliance Farmer. Stall. Economics. Paddy products agriculture 6th Urban and Rural
Harvesting Fields | fields arrangement. Agri-food Life industry. industrialization. exchange business
Processing.
C 4. Til Disordered Simpleness. rrl;aﬁdsecr?lzit Landscape
. ountry road. lile development. Landscape Scenic beauty. g business.
Aesthetics house. Saemaul. . C heri standards. Land
Farmland. Legacy Trim. Landscape resources. ommon heritage. Landscape ndscape
’ management. Placeness planning Resources.
Experience Cultural tourism Rural tourism
Rest. Festival. Experi l: pe Happiness. Health. business. indus
Amenity Experience. Food. XPErience program. VISITICSS. Leisure. Play. Happiness index. tly..
. Cultural activity Education . . Rural healing
Tenacity business Healing Multicultural roducts
: family. P :
Underdevelopment. Convenience Smart Village.
Inconvenience. e Convenience. £ Safety. Care for L
facilities. . Advanced service. Housing industry.
Settlement Farmhouse. Town Standard rural Service. Countryside the Elderly. Rural Rural landscape
hall. Five-daily . Habitability intry Service Standards P
housing. village.

market. Rural Bus
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Urbanism as a Way of Life, The American Journal of
Sociology, 44(1), 1-24.
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