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ABSTRACT : The rural areas in South Korea have changed rapidly in the process of national land development. Rural landscapes
have become discoloured, and their attractiveness has decreased as cities have expanded. But the attractiveness or multifunctional
values of rural areas has become more important in contemporary society around the world. According to this social demand, the
efforts of conserving the rural landscape are of high priority and the recovery of ruralism in the area is required. This study has
tried to understand how the public image of ruralism in South Korea has been influenced by the news media. The study retrieved
news articles using the web searching portal site from the six keywords, commonly used to refer to ruralism, including ‘rural
landscape’, ‘rural community’, ‘rural tourism’, ‘rural life’, ‘rural amenity’, and ‘rural environment’. News data from the six keywords
were also collected respectively from within the year-period of 2004-05, 2007-08, 2012-13, and 2016-17. In the text mining analysis,
the nouns with high Degree Centrality were figured out, and the changes by year-period were identified. Then, LDA topic analysis
was performed for text datasets of six keywords. As a result, the study found that the news articles gave an informed focus on only
a handful of issues such as ‘poor rural living condition’, ‘regional or village improvement projects’, ‘rural tourism promotion
projects’, and ‘other government support projects’. On the other hand, nouns related to virtues and values in the rural landscape were
less shown in news articles. These results have become more apparent in recent years. In the topic analysis, 35 topics were
identified. ‘village development projects’, ‘rural tourism’, and ‘urban-rural exchange projects’ were appeared repeatedly in several
keywords. Among the topics, there are also topics closely related to ruralism such as ‘rural landscape conservation’, ‘eco-friendly
rural areas’, ‘local amenity resources’, ‘public interest values of agriculture’, and ‘rural life and communities’. The study presented an
image map showing ruralism in South Korea using a network map between all topics and keywords. At the end of the study,
implications for Korean rural area policy and research directions were discussed.
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Table 1. News Title and Summary Crawling Results
Period Keyword
(year) Rural Landscape | Rural Community | Rural Tourism Rural Life Rural Amenity | Rural Environment Sum
2004-05 267 313 977 986 141 793 3,477
2008-09 984 790 986 969 160 778 4,667
2012-13 937 761 950 933 689 757 5,027
2016-17 911 730 911 935 575 722 4,784
Sum 3,099 2,594 3,824 3,823 1,565 3,050 17,955
@ = 72 714 9
Table 2. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Landscape Articles
2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
- A4 Akl T
(Village) 188 | 116 (Business) 143 | 311 (Business) 141 | 389 (Agriculture) 119 | 517
A4 A4 sy sy
(Region) 130 | 78 (Region) 110 | 227 (Village) 131 | 356 (Village) 101 | 214
=4 nhg PE RE
(Creation) A30 140 (Village) A10 1362 (Region) 0721 186 (business) 088 1 241
F3 =74 =4 A
11 . 094 | 2 . . 1 . . 201
(Promotion) 6 37 (Creation) 09 7 (Creation) 059 7 (Maintenance) 070 0
A7 25 7] A4
. .084 | 174 . . 144 . . 1
(Nature Landscape) 087 53 (Income) 08 7 (Adjustment) 059 (Region) 068 30
(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)
Table 3. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Community Articles
2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
= B Ao s
.0 50 . .04 119 . .066 123 . .070 | 166
(Urban) 77 (Region) 7 (Region) (Village) 7
L= U]_.Q_ U]_.Q_ g-/ﬂ
o = = o
.051 2 . . 1 . . 2 L . 12
(Activism) 05 ? (Village) 036 66 (Village) 059 03 (Revitalization) 065 0
GRS A el AH] A
.051 . . . 1 . . 12
(Information) 05 ? (Ecology) 036 39 (Business) 056 08 (Business) 056 ?
= A e FEARA
(Pilgrimage) .051 5 (Utban) .030 402 (Revitalization) .051 110 (Community .054 84
gHmag Activation)
2% = 2191 i%xﬁ%ﬁ%
.051 5 . .030 40 .046 97 Sharing Talent | .048 81
(the Gospel) (Family) (Support) in Rural Arca)

(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)
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Table 4. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Tourism Articles

2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
I e
o 092 | 267 v 1| 323 (Z%Zﬂ Gﬁ e | 113 | 300 A< 061 | 126
. . . . reen Village | . . .
(Village) (Village) Tourism) (Region)
ks FEAY FEAF lasy
Development 063 1 11 Green Village 71186 Green Village 1041299 illage 0591 144
( p g g g
3 214 A ks
. 059 | 98 . .058 | 160 .. .064 | 183 . .051 | 295
(Promotion) (Region) (Activity) (Selection)
e =T ERA
2t e 25 A
(Korea) 054 | 85 (Development) .055 | 139 (Education) .051 | 159 | (Activation of | .047 | 150
ored, cvelopme ucatio Rural Tourism)
A A o< AA
.04 1 . . 1 . .04 192 . .04 1
(Region) 046 38 (Business) 053 76 (Village) 049 o (Association) 045 ?
(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)
Table 5. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Life Articles
2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
s A5 s A5
(Education) 046 1 94 (Education) 0591 143 (Education) 0921 238 (Education) 109|236
AR A7)
24 B (Living (Living
.04 . . . 4 .. 072 | 221 .. .094 | 2
(Region) 046 % (Section Chief) 059 6 Condition 07 Condition 09 68
Improvement) Improvement)
=
=A 037 | 151 R . ; 047 | 118 TEAE 067 | 157 ok 075 | 187
(Urban) ’ (Returning to ' (Rural Women) | (Business) '
Farm)
A &3t sy TEAA
(Activity) 37197 (Culture) 451 94 (Village) 0521 144 (Rural Women) 0551 94
3] oy 3 2]
. 032 | 59 . .039 | 110 . .043 | 138 . .041 | 90
(Society) (Agriculture) (Promotion) (Region)
(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)
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Table 6. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Amenity Articles

2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
R sEAEA 2g 2g
- 18 | 20 (Development 087 | 49 e .090 | 123 o .087 | 138
(Urban) . (Utilization) (Utilization)
Administration)
o
” Uj]\l/] E]'X]“d 118 16 5% 058 | 41 s 076 | 130 o 056 | 93
}({e:;i‘rl:ey) : (Agriculture) | (Agriculture) | (Village) |
A= A 23] Lapes
=] TR o H
(Chungc(lllz)ongnam 118 14 (Activity) .058 34 (Promotion) .057 98 (Agriculture) 047 | 82
RE ]
Al -0 =z] 2]
(Seocheon 118 14 - 058 | 31 ! o 055 | 113 .%.O . 043 | 42
County) (Education) (Region) (Revitalization)
el TR 7N 7
. 059 | 55 .058 8 052 | 8 . .040 | 59
(Village) (Contest) (Development) 7 (Selection)

(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)

Table 7. The Major Words and Trends in the Rural Environment Articles

2004-05 2008-09 2012-13 2016-17
Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq. Word Cen. | Freq.
sl 287 o .
(Agriculture) 12 162 (Environment .067 149 (Promotion) .099 | 249 (Business) 101 | 216
g Friendly)
FEFAZEN
297 e Gk 3
(Environment 102 | 180 . 054 | 170 (Residence .081 162 . 072 | 156
. (Village) . (Promotion)
-Friendly) Improving
Project)
BE 3 PR wEA ]
. .06 106 . 054 | 114 . 0 153 061 | 9
(Region) (Promotion) (Business) 7 (Rural Area) 7
o= o1 e
e velEs A s
(Environment | * 10 1 ¢y (Rura 054 | 104 | (Improvement | .059 | 164 i 042 | 58
-Friendly Development Project) (Association)
Agriculture) Administration) !
- 1
s A2l W4 A
(Agricultural .048 58 (Business) .04 115 (Improvement) .048 88 (Improvement) .037 | 107
Product) P P
(Cen. : Centrality Index, Freq. : Frequency)
B, HAHE 5O "olsh gol Al ARG wY Mol Ui aF % olF A A A So| =
g oejshe PR FERGO AYHYAW, 2012¢,  =Pe * 5 A
2016830 AR, EEFARARNAARY, ARIARY ol’e] ATAAE I B u, sEvEI B 7
el golh ol Saslel FEABAA Ao T ASU SEL, BEFEA, FELF, FEAL,
Wgol 8 olFglom, ol waAstel Agle] WA,  <sEoPUE, wEHAC] FEGEH BAT Ao
S, S EFA Bel vols BRHNT, olE 3 B Qe oldr, T 7k Sl talA sl el
2= Fe ulgel Bel oM, wEuD
ALY

N AT wERBPolE folt AATAeY AW H7) Hrke o9
TAHE9] olux] HT) dofsl FE AEEAT} 1 ) z
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gk 71AL 29} Z1eE AhdAR Ol thg 7P 2 u < FESoF & ARdoIth ol TEARYol WIEANE, A
Bhs o F AATh w2 ZIAF B4l AR 2A4 Sl AFH o] Fo|ZIt= Kim & Son(2018)¢]
aHsiriEls, § 719ESe] B e UUd Ve E AToks 22 WEre Aot FEvw ¥d 719=
7ol ' TojEe & vUEhA X, BE 7|HE S0l F2 WEI Aol B3 A W&ol "FH 3l
oA WA, A 5] o7t F= SAs= A o, FEuEe| Al olm A Ad, F2 71 B

Table 8. Matrix of 6 Keywords and 35 Topic Names

No Topic Names RL RC RT RL RA RE Sum
1 Church community 1 1
2 Farmhouse education 2 2
3 Development of tourism products using agri-food 1 1 2
4 Public interest values of agriculture 1 1
5 Agricultural theme park development 1 1
6 Rural Landscape Conservation Direct Payment System 1 1
7 Rural Tourism Reservation Service 1 1
8 Rural Tourism Course Selection 1 1
9 Rural Village Development Project 1 1 2
10 Improvement of rural living environment 1 1
11 Rural Living Environment Improvement Project 2 1 3
12 Rural Residential Environment Improvement Project 1 1
13 Improvement of Rural Housing Design 1 1
14 Rural Area Development 1 1
15 Rural Development Administration Support Activities 1 1
16 Education on Green Village Operation 1 1
17 Green Village 1 1 1 3
18 Rural Environment Life Community 1 1
19 Rural environmental pollution 1 1
20 Rural Revitalization Contest 1 1 1 3
21 Rural Tourism Project supported by Nonghyup 1 1
22 Nonghyup led rural volunteer work 1 1
23 Urban - Rural linkage business 1 1 1 2 5
24 Village Development Project 1 1 1 1 1 5
25 Village Community Support Project 2 2
26 Social enterprise 1 1
27 Eco Park Creation 1 1
28 Regional development 1 1
29 Local Amenity Resources 2 2
30 Local cultural community 1 1
31 Green Barley Agricultural Landscape 1 1
32 Green Village Festival 1 1 1 3
33 Eco-friendly agriculture 3 3
34 Eco-friendly resources 1 1
35 Farming activity utilizing local school 1 1 1 3
Sum 10 10 10 10 10 10 60

RL: Rural Landscape, RC: Rural Community, RT: Rural Tourism, RL: Rural Life, RA: Rural Amenity, RE: Rural Environment
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Figure 1. Image Map of Ruralism in the Media
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