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Victimized woman under masculine power: Rappaccini’s Daughter
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Global Language Liberal Arts School, Jungwon University
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Abstract Nathaniel Hawthorne mainly deals with the ethical problems of sin and punishment in his works. Through
these topics, readers have the opportunity to look more deeply into human nature. In Rappaccini's Daughter, he
explains how the power of men influences a woman's life and drives her to death. Her father, Rappaccini, cultivates
plants in his garden that are toxic and conducts a scientific experiment that gives his daughter Beatrice a fatal level
of toxicity. He insists that this experiment was performed to protect Beatrice, but ultimately, it causes her death.
Giovanni, who falls in love with Beatrice, provided an antidote in the attempt to detoxify her, but it resulted in her
death. Finally, Baglioni used Giovanni to steer Beatrice to drink the antidote to defend his social status. The three
men's selfishness and jealousy led to the demise of Beatrice, who eventually died from the selfish power of men and
not due to her toxicity.
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His figure soon emerged into view, and showed itself
to be that of no common laborer, but a tall, emaciated,
sallow; and sickly-looking man, dressed in a scholar's
garb of black. He was beyond the middle term of life,
with grey hair, a thin grey beard, and a face singularly
marked with intellect and cultivation, but which could
never, even in his more youthful days, have expressed

much warmth of heart. [4]
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At the same moment, the figure of Rappaccini
emerged from the portal, and came slowly towards the
marble fountain. As he drew near the pale man of
science seemed to gaze with a triumphant expression at
the beautiful youth and maiden, as might an artist who
should spend his life in achieving a picture or a group
of statuary, and finally be satisfied with his success. He
paused-his bent form grew erect with conscious power,
he spread out his hand over them, in the attitude of a
father imploring a blessing upon his children. But those
were the same hands that had thrown poison into the
stream of their lives! Giovanni trembled. Beatrice
shuddered very nervously, and pressed her hand upon

her heart. [4]
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“What mean you, foolish girl? Dost thou deem it
misery to be endowed with marvellous gifts against
which no power nor strength could avail an enemy?
misery, to be able to quell the mightiest with a breath?
misery, to be as terrible as thou art beautiful? Wouldst
thou, then, have preferred the condition of a weak

woman, exposed to all evil and capable of none?” [4]
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Giovanni’s fancy must have grown morbid, while he
looked down into the garden; for the impression which
the fair stranger made upon him was as if here were
another flower, the human sister of those vegetable
ones, as beautiful as they-more beautiful than the richest
of them-but still to be touched only with a glove, nor

to be approached without a mask. [4]
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At the moment ago, his wrath and despair had been
so fierce that he could have desired nothing so much as
to wither her by a glance. But, with her actual presence,
there came influences which had too real an existence
to be at once shaken off; ... recollections which, had
Giovanni known how to estimate them, would have
assured him that all this ugly mystery was but an
earthly illusion, and that, whatever mist of evil might
seem to have gathered over her, the real Beatrice was
a heavenly angel. Incapable as he was of such high

faith, still her presence had not utterly lost its magic. [4]
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"I see it! I see it!" shrieked Beatrice. "It is my
father's fatal science! No, no, Giovanni; it was not I!
Never! never! I dreamed only to love thee and be with
thee a little time, and so to let thee pass away, leaving
but thine image in mine heart; for, Giovanni, believe it,
though my body be nourished with poison, my spirit is
God's creature, and craves love as its daily food. But
my father, - he has united us in this fearful sympathy.
Yes; spurn me, tread upon me, kill me! Oh, what is
death after such words as thine? But it was not I. Not

for a world of bliss would I have done it." [4]
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"I have fain have been loved, not feared," murmured
Beatrice, sinking down upon the ground. "But now it
matters not. I am going, father, where the evil which
thou hast striven to mingle with my being will pass
the

poisonous flowers, which will no longer taint my breath

away like a dream—like fragrance of these
among the flowers of Eden. Farewell, Giovanni! Thy
words of hatred are like lead within my heart; but they,
too, will fall away as I ascend. Oh, was there not, from

the first, more poison in thy nature than in mine?" [4]
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Rappaccini, thus to snatch the bud out of my own
hands, as I may say, and make use of him for his
infernal experiments. This daughter of his! It shall be
looked to. Perchance, most learned Rappaccini, I may

foil you where you little dream of it! [4]
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The missing third term in Hawthorne’s stereotypical
dichotomy of domestic angel versus prostitute is men’s

fears of women’s independence and ambition. Most
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in  “Rappaccini’s ~ Daughter”(1844),

Professor Baglioni sees Beatreice as a professional

memorably,

threat. But his fear of Beatrice’s scientific ambition
turns out to be a male hallucination. As her spirit at last

escapes patriarchal controls, the ending presents

Baglioni, Giovanni, and Rappaccini as equally complicit

in the male rivalry that has doomed her body. [14]
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