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Abstract The purpose of this study was to investigate the impact of a teacher's leadership (initiating and
consideration), class climate, and friendship on academic attitudes. In order to accomplish this, 1,533 elementary
school students were recruited. Descriptive statistics and path analysis were employed to examine relationships. The
major findings of this study are as follows. First, there were positive correlations between academic attitudes and
the teacher's leadership, class climate, and friendship. Second, results of path analysis illustrated that a teacher's
leadership consideration indicator had a direct impact on class climate, friendship, and academic attitudes.
Furthermore, the teacher's leadership consideration indirectly affected academic attitudes through mediation of class
climate and friendship. However, the teacher's leadership initiating indicator did not have a direct impact on class
climate, friendship, and academic attitude. The indices of the best fit model for these variables were adequate (GFI,
NFI, CFI > 0.90). This study shows that the teacher's leadership consideration is the significant predictor for
elementary school students' class climate, friendship, and academic attitudes. Finally, the meaning and limitations of

this research, and its implications on academic assistance and intervention, are discussed in detail.
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Table 1. Correlations of Variables, Descriptive Statistics,
Skewness and Kurtosis(n=1,533)

Variables 1 2 3 4 5
1 -
2 768%* -
3 3744 A55%* -
4 371 A35%* 396%* -
5 A401%* A58*F*  381%* .628%* -

“p<.01
1. teacher leadership initiating, 2. teacher's leadership consideration,

3. class climate, 4. friendship, 5. academic attitude
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Table 2. Goodness of Fit Index and Comparison of

Models
Variables X2 df TLI CFl  RMSEA
Research
ool 876307 142 905  .929 058
Correction 749387 114 908 932 059
Model : : ! !

class
climate

teacher
leadership
inifiating

academic
attitude

| 756
friendship

p<.05, “'p<.01, "p<.001

Fig. 2. Final Path Model with Path Estimates
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Table 3. Effects of Predictor Variables on Criteria

Variables
Path Total Effects EDflfr: cits I];l;lfler;cst
1 —2 584 584
1—3 542 358 .183
1 —>4 567 158 409
2—>3 314 314
3—>4 756 756

1. teacher's leadership consideration, 2. class climate, 3. friendship,
4. academic attitude
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