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Abstract

Objective: The purpose of this study is to find out the perception on childe abuse of pre-service childcare
teachers who will become the closest witnesses to child abuse, and also whether they have the proper
knowledge and attitude to report abuse.

Methods: Surveys were conducted at five universities in Seoul and Kyonggi-province. We investigated students
from child development major, and additionally students from other majors as a comparative group.

Results: The results of this study are as follows: First, pre-service childcare teachers’ level of abuse severity
was significantly higher than other major students. They were more aware of child abuse reporting system and
reporting obligations than other major students. Second, pre-service teachers had higher intention of reporting
then other major students. However, both groups barely know about child protection institution, and have
negative perception on the effect of reporting.

Conclusion/Implications: In conclusion, this study suggests that pre-service teachers are more aware of child
abuse and willing to report than other major students, however it is necessary to increase the reliability of
report effectiveness. Also, it provide implications for future policy-making related to child abuse by suggesting
that information transmission and promotion through mass media is necessary and efforts should be made to

reduce the risk of disclosure of the identity of the complainant in reporting abuse.
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