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[Abstract]

A Study on Factors Related to Individuals’
Corruption Behaviors

Kim, Heungtae - Lee, Chang—Bae - Shim, Hyunjung

Despite anti-corruption has been one of the major governmental tasks in Korea,
anti-corruption policies have been focused latgely on government officials in public sectors,
and most of the prior studies have examined government employees not public citizens. In
order to fill the vacuum in the literature, this study aims to develop evidence-based
anti-corruption policies via a survey of people in various job categories for the relationship
between their expetriences of any corruption and related factors. Researchers analyzed a
secondary data gathered by the Korean Institute of Public Administration, which included
a sample of 1,000 adults aged over 19.

The results showed that indirect experiences of corruption and interaction with the
cortupted were positively related to individuals' corruption behaviors. In addition, their
perception towards low- and mid-ranking officials were statistically signifiant in explaining
the corruption behavior. Thus, policy-makers should consider focusing on indirect
experiences of corruption, interaction with the corrupted, and perception towards low- and
mid-ranking officials. This study contributed as an attempt to suggest policy implications and

further research ideas by examining factors related to individuals’ corruption behaviors.

Keywords: Corruption, Improper solicitation, Differential association theory,
Neutralization theory, Survey





