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Roles of Health Technology Assessment for Better Health and Universal

Health Coverage in Korea
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Health technology assessment (HTA) is defined as multidisciplinary policy analysis to look into the medical, economic, social, and
ethical implications of the development, distribution, and use of health technology. Following the recent changes in the social envi-
ronment, there are increasing needs to improve Korea’s healthcare environment by, inter alia, assessing health technologies in an
organized, timely manner in accordance with the government’s strategies to ensure that citizens’medical expenses are kept at a sta-
ble level. Dedicated to HTA and research, the National Evidence-based Healthcare Collaborating Agency (NECA) analyzes and pro-
vides grounds on the clinical safety, efficacy, and economic feasibility of health technologies. HTA offers the most suitable grounds
for decision making not only by healthcare professionals but also by policy makers and citizens as seen in a case in 2009 where re-
search revealed that glucosamine lacked preventive and treatment effects for osteoarthritis and glucosamine was subsequently ex-
cluded from the National Health Insurance’s benefit list to stop the insurance scheme from suffering financial losses and citizens
from paying unnecessary medical expenses. For the development of HTA in Korea, the NECA will continue exerting itself to accom-
plish its mission of providing policy support by health technology reassessment, promoting the establishment and use of big data
and HTA platforms for public interest, and developing a new value-based HTA system.

Keywords: Health technology assessment; Health technology reassessment; National Evidence-based Healthcare Collaborating

Agency; Evidence-based healthcare policy; Big data & health technology assessment platform; Value-based health technology as-
sessment
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Table 1. Government policy tasks in healthcare field

Goal Task

A nation taking
responsibility for
each individual

Strategy 1: providing inclusive welfare
To provide customized social welfare guaranteeing a basic
standard of living
To guarantee a healthy and decent life for the elderly in prep-
aration for an aged society
To enhance coverage of the national health insurance and
support for preventive healthcare
To enhance healthcare in the public interest and provide pa-
tient-oriented medical services
Strategy 2: providing full government support for childcare and
education
To overcome the challenges of low fertility through invest-
ment in future generations
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