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The Role of Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs

Jaegoog Jo

Health Insurance Review and Assessment Service, Wonju, Korea

Korea Institute for Family Planning (KIFP) was established on July 1, 1971 (Law 2270) and Korea Health Development Institute (KHDI)
was established on April 19, 1976 (Law 2857). Korea Institute for Population and Health (KIPH) was formed through the merger of
KIFP and KHDI (Act 3417) on July 1, 1981. Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs (KIHASA), the former KIPH, was renamed KIHASA
on December 30, 1989 (Law 4181) with its additional function of research in social security. It was transferred on January 29, 1999 to
the Office of State Affairs Coordination pursuant to the Law on the Establishment, Operation and Promotion of State-Sponsored Or-
ganizations (Law 5733). Annually it conducts approximately 50 short- and long-term research projects to accumulate a wide range of
research experience. Also it studies and evaluates the primary issues of national health services, health and medical industries, social
insurance, social security, family welfare, and population. it conducts joint research projects and active information exchange pro-
grams with related domestic and international organizations through seminars and conferences. It executes specific research and de-
velopment projects according to the government’s requests. it educates and trains people domestically and abroad by disseminating
a wide-range of information on health and social affairs. it conducts national household surveys on areas of fertility, health and medi-
cal care of the disabled, the elderly, and low-income earners. The mid- and long-term research goals of KIHASA should be established
and managed systematically. A new organization such as ‘Center for Policy Evaluation’is needed to enhance research abilities and ex-
periences. Able research personnels should be recruited and current researchers should try to develop their abilities.

Keywords: Research goals; Able researchers; Policy evaluation
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Figure 1. Organization chart of Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs. From Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs. Organization chart
of Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs [Internet]. Sejong: Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs [cited 2018 Jul 10]. Available from:
https://www.kihasa.re.kr/web/introduction/organization/chart.do?menuld = 10&tid = 53&bid =-1 [3].
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