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The Roles of the National Health Insurance Service in the Public Health

Security

Yong-lk Kim

National Health Insurance Service, Wonju, Korea

National Health Insurance Service (NHIS) has put a great effort on extending life expectancy, for last 40 years. The system has also
made remarkable outcomes in achieving universal health coverage. However, it is facing challenges of low health insurance benefits
and sustainability risk due to low birth rate and aging society at the same time. To overcome the difficulties and build a lifelong
health security system for the nation, it is required for NHIS to make multilateral changes in its roles. Based on the quantitative
growth achieved so far, NHIS needs to strive for the growth in quality by not only increasing coverage and reforming contribution
imposition system, but also reorganizing the relevant systems such as lifelong health management support, rational adjustment to
the medical fee, and benefit costs monitoring. In addition, it's important for NHIS to restructure the organizational culture by having
specialty and communicating with people for high quality of administration and health insurance sustainability.
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Table 1. Beneficiaries of health insurance and medical aid by year (unit: thousand person)

Year
Variable
1977 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2017

Medical security 5,296 44110 45,429 47 466 49,154 50,581 52,427
Health insurance 3,200 40,180 44,016 45,896 47,392 48,907 50,941

Industrial workers 3,140 20,759 21,559 22,404 27,233 32,384 36,899

Self-employee - 19421 22,457 23,492 20,159 16,523 14,042
Medical aid 2,095 3930 1413 1,570 1,762 1,674 1,486

Modified from Ministry of Health and Welfare et al. 40-Year-history of Korean national health insurance. Wonju: National Health Insurance Service; 2017 [2]; National Health Insur-
ance Service. 2017 Main statistics of national health insurance. Wonju: National Health Insurance Service; 2018 [5].

Table 2. Health related indicators by year

Year
Variable 2016
1970 2000 2005 2010
Korea OECD
Life expectancy (yr) 62.3 76.0 785 80.7 824 808
Infant mortality (/thousand live births) 64.2 6.9 50 3.1 28 39
Malignant neoplasms mortality (/hundred thousand person) - - 2172 2100 168.4* 201.9*

Modified from OECD. OECD health statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD [cited 2018 Jul 18]. Available from: https://stats.oecd.org/ index.aspx?DataSetCode = HEALTH_ STAT# [8]; Statis-
tics Korea et al. Korean Statistical Information Service. Statistical database [Intemet]. Daejeon: Statistics Korea [cited 2018 Jul 18]. Available from: http://kosis.kr/statHtml/statHtml.
do?orgld=101&tblld=DT_2KAA208_ OECD [9].

OECD, Qrganization for Economic Cooperation and Development.

*2015.

Table 3. State of long-term care insurance

Year
Variable
2008 2010 2012 2014 2017
Population over 65 yr 5,086,195 5,448,984 5,921,977 6,462,740 7,310,835
LTC benefit recipients 214,480(4.2) 315,994 (5.8) 341,788 (5.8) 424,572 (6.6) 585,287 (8.0)
LTC providing institutions 8318 14,979 15,056 16,543 20,377
Care helper 102,456 228,955 233,459 266,538 340,624

Values are presented as person or person (%).

Modified from Ministry of Health and Welfare et al. 40-Year-history of Korean national health insurance. Wonju: National Health Insurance Service; 2017 [2]; National Health Insur-
ance Service. 2017 Long-term care insurance statistical yearbook. Wonju: National Health Insurance Service; 2018 [10].

LTC, long-term care.
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