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Ideology of Social Health Insurance and Health Policy

Kyu Sik Lee

Department of Health Administration, Yonsei University College of Health Science, Wonju, Korea

Health care has two different facets. One is commaodity and another is a right of human being. Health care as a commodity is utilized
by demand approach in market. Demand is determined by economic factors such as price and income. From the last third of the
19th century until the early 1920s, priority of sickness insurance was replacing the income that workers lost as a result of illness and
injury. By the 1920s, the capacity of applied biological and medical science was remarkably developed. Development of medical sci-
ence stimulated the cost of medical care, and the burden of increased medical care cost required new role of medical care security
system. In 1942, Beveridge report was published in United Kingdom, and health care was considered as a right of human being. In
1948, United Nations declared heath care as a right in the Universal Declaration of Human Right. In most countries introduced new
medical care security policy based on health care as a right. The viewing health care as a commodity must be shifted toward need
based care as a right. Need were understood to rest on demographic, epidemiological, scientific, and medical knowledge factors.
Bring needed care to the population could best be achieved institutionally by a hierarchy of provider organizations, guided by plan-
ning bodies, which would provide comprehensive benefits. In Korea, health care in social health insurance (SHI) is considered as a
commodity not a right. However, health policies under SHI must be need approach based on health care as a right. Mismatch be-
tween health policies and ideology of SHI made big troubles. It is important to realize ideology of SHI for good health policies.
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