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An Analysis of the Difficulties Faced by Elementary School
Teachers in Science Experiential Learning Using Focus Group
Interview

Hyeokjae Kwon - Hountae Kang1 - Hyejin Seong2 - Sangil Gen®
Nanjoo Kwon* - Youngjoon Shin*

Papyong Elementary School - 'Gochon Elementary School - ZChongwang Elementary School -

*Samri Elementary School - 4Gyeongin National University of Education

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to identify the difficulties that elementary school teachers face
and the atmosphere of school fields in depth in the course of conducting science experiential learning.
For this study, we conducted focus group interviews with five elementary school teachers who have had
rich experiences in science field studies. Through interviews, the actual state of experiential learning
operation, the operation of science experiential learning including planning, progress and evaluation of
experiential learning operation. The main results of this study are as follows: Teachers were most
concerned about budget, and were burdened with curriculum reconstruction for science experiential
learning. In addition, teachers expressed their lack of expert scientific knowledge with science
experiential learning, and difficulties with collaboration with science-specialized teachers. In sum,
teachers consider budget, site, and administrative convenience first, rather than effects of science
experiential learning. The significance of this study is identifying the selection of topics, methods,
educational expectations, and problems of science experiential learning topics, which were difficult to
identify in previous studies.

keywords : Science experiential learning, Focus Group Interview, analysis of difficulty, elementary school
teacher
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Table 1. Description of participants in the focus group
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