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The Characteristics of Jongbang-village sericulture at Jeollanam-do Province during
Japanese Colonial Rule: Focused on Gokseong-gun & Damyang-gun Jongbang-village

Seung Yeun Choi
Dept of Anthropology, Chonnam National University

Abstract

This study investigated the characteristics and changes of Jeongbang-village silk culture Jeollanam-do Province during
Japanese Colonial Rule with a focus in on Gokseong-gun & Damyang-gun Jeongbang-village. The results of the study
are as follows. First, after Japanese occupation, it changed from a traditional silkworm species, the Joseon Silkworms
and the mulberry tree to an improved Japanese species. Japan established a silk spinning mill called Jongyeon Textile
factory in Gwangju and Jeongbang Village was formed in poor rural areas. Second, the way of village management
consisted of buying a large number of land for mulberry plans and creating mulberry fields as a cheap way to utilize
the labor force for women and men in rural areas. Third, since the end of the Japanese colonial era, mulberry fields in
Jeongbang villages which the Japanese left, were sold at a cheap price to Koreans. After the Korean War, the Korean
government's efforts to modernize the silkworm industry resulted in a continuous plan to increase the number of
silkworms. The impact of government policies has also increased the production of silkworms in these areas. However,
since the early 1980s, Korean companies have been affected by Japanese economic policies and dumping by China that
has resulted in in a sharp decline in their production. In the case of Gokseong-gun and Damyang, the production of silk

products was halted and switched to other crops in the early 1990s when the farming industry began to decline.
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Table 1. Jeongbang Village in South Jeolla Province

Village Sub-village

Gokseong Moksadong-myeon, Ip-myeon

Damyang Daejeon-myeon, Subuk-myeon, Yong-myeon

Jangseong Nam-myeon, Buki-myeon, Samsae-myeon,Jinwon-

myeon, Hwangnyong-myeon

Yeonggwang Yeonggwang-myeon

Hampyeong Walya-myeon, Nasan-myeon

Naju Noan-myeon, Seji-myeon

Hwasun gﬁj:sigm:\;r;n Dogok-myeon, lyang-myeon,
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Figure 1. Map of south Jeolla province
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Table 2. Sericulture Statistics in Gokseong-gun(Gokseong-gun Institute, 1982) Table 4. Key Informants List
Years  Silkworms Mulberry area(ha) Silkworms(box) Outputs(kg) Name Sex Age Adderss
1975 4,737 807.8 10,283 264,746 Kim™ W 98 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
1976 4,579 796.5 10,953 338,648 Kim* W 92 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
1977 3,690 569.3 7,155 216,249 Kim™ W 7 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
1978 2,785 3824 7,105 194,940 Jang™ W 91 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
1979 2,648 329.7 5,628 167,660 Lee™ W 91 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
Han™ W 88 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
Table 3. Sericulture Statistics in Damyang-gun(Damyang-gun Institute, 1994) Yoon** W 31 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
Years  Silkworms Mulberry area(ha) Silkworms(box) Outputs(kg) Choi™ W 84 Gokseong-gun Moksadong-myeon
1965 640 979 773 13,803 Kim** W 98 Gokseong-gun Ip-myeon
Cho™ W 91 Gokseong-gun Ip-myeon
1975 1448 385.1 5,260 194,195 Jung W 81 Gokseong-gun Ip-myeon
Choi** M 48 Gokseong-gun Ip-myeon
1980 697 1352 1732 55,819 Kim™ W 95 Damyang-gun Yong-myeon
1985 384 g7 635 22,500 Kim*™ W 82 Damyang-gun Yong-myeon
1992 58 237 M 4987 Han™ W 78 Damyang-gun Yong-myeon
Han™ W 82 Damyang-gun Yong-myeon
Park* W 87 Damyang-gun Yong-myeon
o] s of 22](17H(19621-1966'7), 22H1967H—~19721)]| Lim** W 91 Damyang-gun Subuk-myeon
A 19709 Z287HA] S=4(Kim, 1970)%] 910w 238t o Han* W 85 Damyang-gun Subuk-myeon
OFt T S0 0]Q} e A H A o] o3kl (Table 2, 3 Kook** W 83 Damyang-gun Subuk-myeon
Zx)o] u)H]7| EQL-8- o] A]7]9] o] A 50| oFzF AAIERS Cho* W 93 Damyang-gun Subuk-myeon
AL} Rkl A Kwon™* W 80 Damyang-gun Daejeon-myeon
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