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An Analysis of Types of Scientific Humors Made by
Scientifically-gifted Elementary School Students and
Their Perceptions of the Making Scientific Humor

Lee, Jee-yun - Kang, Hunsik’

ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the types of scientific humors made by scientifically-gifted elementary school students
and their perceptions of making scientific humor. For this, 77 students from 4™ to 6™ graders of gifted science
education center in Seoul National University of Education were selected. Scientific humors made by the students
were analyzed according to the number and types. Their perceptions of making scientific humor were also
analyzed through a questionnaire and group interviews. The analysis of the results revealed that most of
scientifically-gifted students made more than 2 scientific humors, and the number of scientific humor for each
students varied from 0 to 11. The most types they made were the descriptive type and the pun using pro-
nunciation type, but they made various types without any special type to be biased. And They made more the
dialogue type than the narrative type, especially the riddle type. They used scientific knowledge that preceded
the knowledge of science curriculum in their grade level over two or more years. The scientific knowledge of
chemistry was used more than physics, biology, earth science and combination field. The name utilization type
was more than the characteristic utilization type and the principle utilization type. Scientific humors in the
everyday situation were more than humors in artificial situation. The students had various positive perceptions
in making scientific humor such as increase of scientific knowledge, increase of various thinking abilities, deep
understanding of science concept and principle, increase of interest and motivation about science and science
learning, and increase on sense of humor. They had also some negative perceptions related to difficulties in the
process of making scientific humor, lack of fun, and lack of time in the class.

Key words: scientific humor, scientifically-gifted elementary school students, type, perception
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Table 1. The characteristics of the participants
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