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A Study on the Legal Policy Problems and
Countermeasures about Conflicts of Interest

EUNAE KIM

Research Professor, Ewha Institute for Social Sciences,
Ewha Womans University

=ABSTRACT=

Researchers, Institutional Bioethics Committee(IBC)/Institutional Review Board
(IRB) members, Research Institutions that have multiple interests in relation to re-
search should ensure that conflicts of interest(COI) do not arise in making pro-
fessional judgments. In other words, according to the role that must be performed
or the obligation to fulfill it, the primary interest, which must be considered or should
be prioritized, should not be affected by the secondary interest. Therefore, standards
and methods should be prepared so as to prevent and solve the problems of COI
that have arisen, and the basic matters on standards and methods should be clearly
defined in terms of the law and policy so that all parties such as Researchers can
understand and follow them. In order to establish a more realistic legal policy, it
is necessary to grasp the current situation. Therefore, I have reviewed results of
the questionnaire survey and interview conducted for the administrative staff of
IBC/IRB to confirm their opinions on legal policy problems related to COI and
countermeasures for resolving them. Also, I have reviewed the main contents of
<Financial Relationships and Interests in Research Involving Human Subjects:
Guidance for Human Subject Protection> issued by the US Department of Health
and Human Services in order to assist in the preparation of domestic legal policy
about conflicts of interest. Finally, I have analyzed the present state of domestic
legal policy in relation to the Researcher’s COI, the IBC/IRB member’s COI, and
Institutional COI and suggested way to improve it.

Keyword: Conflicts of interest, Research, Institutional Bioethics Committee,
Institutional Review Board, Administrative Staff




