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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine if teachers’ perception of professionalism, teaching intentions,
and the quality of teacher-child interactions differed by teachers’ education and career and how those variables
were associated with one another. It was conducted in 50 teachers who were in charge of two- to
five-year-olds at 22 national/public, private, and employer-supported childcare centers in Seoul and Gyeonggi
Province. Arnett’s (1989) Caregiver Interaction Scale (CIS) translated by Choi and Shin (2015) was used to
measure the quality of teacher-child interactions, and the Current Status and Self-Desire for Professional
Competence scale developed by Wang (2005) and translated and revised by Jeong (2016) was used to
measure a teacher's perception of professionalism. The Teaching Intention Scale (TIS) developed by
Wilcox-Herzog and Ward (2004) and translated and revised by the researcher was used to measure teaching
intentions. The researcher and the research assistant personally visited the centers to observe the teachers for
the quality of teacher-child interactions and a questionnaire for teachers was used to determine a teacher's
perception of professionalism and teaching intentions. For data analysis, t-test and Pearson’s product-moment
correlation analysis were performed on the basis of the questions. The results of this study can be
summarized as follows: First, the quality of teacher-child interactions differed insignificantly by education or
career. Second, teacher’s perception of professionalism differed significantly by teachers’ career but differed
insignificantly by education: the longer career, the better perception of professionalism. Third, teaching
intentions  differed insignificantly by education or career. Fourth, teachers with better perception of
professionalism showed higher quality of teacher-child interaction. Fifth, The higher level of teaching intentions

teachers showed the more sensitive interactions they made with children.
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