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Proposal of ‘Consumer Life’ Area Curriculum in Home Economics
Education for Ethical Consumption Practice
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to propose the curriculum of consumer life field in Home Economics Education(HEE)
to raise people who practice 'ethical consumption',

For this purpose, this study established the concept of ethical consumption through an academic review of the
concept of ethical consumption first,

Ethical consumption is to the practice of consumption that fulfills personal and social responsibilities to change
human life happily,

In this study, we find out how the consumer life area in the HEE curriculum has been educated and we propose how
to teach the content of ethical consumption in HEE curriculum by critically examining the content of ethical
consumption presented in current HEE textbooks

First, in the HEE curriculum, the contents of the consumer life field have been presented since the first curriculum,
and the qualitative change has gradually been made as the concept of the consumer culture, but responsible
consumption and ethical consumption are not properly reflected in the education and the summit,

Second, the revised HEE textbooks of 2015 is necessary to present concrete method of ethical consumption practice
because it lacks definite definition of ethical consumption and presents only general contents,

Third, the direction of HEE curriculum for ethical consumption practice is responsible and the goal of HEE curriculum
is to raise awareness of social responsibility for ethical consumption practice, The contents of HEE curriculum for
ethical consumption practice should be included in consumption and consumption, sustainable consumption, and ethical

consumption,
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Table 1. The concept and type of ethical consumption according to researchers' perspectives

Ethical consumption

Scholar Aspect
concept Type and content
Boycott
Park & Kang . Consumption as a good virtue, including Positive purchasing (fair trade, clean dressing, animal
Virtue theory -
(2009) personal benefits and altruistic aspects welfare)
Relational purchasing (local food, cooperative)
wilk A moral Consuming behavior that people negotiate Buying fair trade products, consumer boycotts, ethical
(2001) perspective moral conflict investment, corporate environmental policy
. . . . . Fairtrade Purch:
Harrison et al Economic A kind of consumption coming from Bé(l)l cztte chase
. . y
2 t terest
(2005) perspeciive consumer nteres Purchasing eco-friendly brand products
strong Environmental ~ Consumption combined with environmentally .
. . . Eco-friendly purchase
(1996) perspective friendly principles
cow & . Consumption of environmental or ethical
. Environmental . . .
williams erspective considerations when selecting goods or -
(2001) persp services
crane & Making conscious and prudent choices
Marten moderation according to personal and moral beliefs when -
(2003) doing certain consumption
Hone & Son Consumption behavior that implements social Economic responsibility, legal responsibility, sustainable
20’20 10) & moderation responsibility ~ according to  consumers' consumption responsibility, responsibility for
individual and moral beliefs contemporary humanity
Antil A consumption  Consumption behavior that extends beyond
(1984) perspective the environment to social issues
webster Sociology Efforts to bring about changes in society
(1975) aspect through their own consumption behavior
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Ethical consumption

Scholar Aspect
concept Type and content
Kim & Lee Sociology Aggressive Consumption Behavior for Social
(2008) aspect Changes in Consumers
. . . . . i t, h ights, lab lations,
. Ethical  issues including  oppressive OpPressw.e governert, fuman rlgh.s abor rerations
Mintel L . . national rights, environment, irresponsible marketing, fair
Control institutions ~ and  military  expenditure, . .
(1994) .. . . . . trade, nuclear power, weapons, animal testing, corporate
shopping in consideration of animal issues . .. o
agriculture, political contribution
Uusitalo & Conside-n'ng ethi‘cal‘ an‘d moral aspects of
Moral production and distribution of goods, such as
Oksanen . . . . -
(2004) aspect child labor, protection of trade unions, animal
testing
Barnett,
Cafaro & . .
ataro Control Consumer's social practice -
Newholm
(2005)
Vegetarianism, biking, purchase of fair trade products,
Newholm A consumption Compromising and making a reasonable purchase of organic products, donation and volunteer

2005 ti
( ) petspective consumption behavior

choice in your life different from general activities, animal welfare, concern for environment,

quality of life with time relaxed, religious beliefs,
tyranny of multinational corporations, fair trade

2l wezel HEg v
o3 3Psl= An[iQo|H(Park & Kang, 2009; Wilk, 2001;
Uusitalo & Oksanen, 2004; crane & Marten, 2003) Z1E-73 %]
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3J9jo]31(Newholm, 2005; Harrison, Newholm, & Shaw,
2005), A1H Mok chto] Wake Fber] SRt A3l
3=o|chKim & Lee, 2008; Barnett, Cafaro & Newholm,
2005; webster, 1975; Hong & Song, 2010).
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Change to a society that guarantees human happiness

Ethical consumption
Economic responsibility

Legal liability

Social concern consumption

Responsibility for contemporary humanity

Pro-Environment consumption

Responsibility for Sustainable Consumption

Figure 1. The conceptual framework of ethical consumption and the purpose of practice

(Hong, 2009; Hong & Song, 2010; Researcher Reconstruction)
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Table 2, Classification of social responsibility

Scholar

Classification of social responsibility

Petkus & Woodruff(1992)

1. Do not damage

2. Making positive contributions

Carol1(2000)

H WO~

. Economic Responsibility
. Legal liability
. Moral responsibility

Humanitarian responsibility

Cooper-Martin & Holbrook
(1993)

o=

Justice

. Morality

Song(2005)

O R

. Basic level of market economy

. Business Ethics

. Distribution within the household(considering contemporary human beings)

. Intergenerational distribution dimension(environment, considering next generation)

—_

. Negative behavior(Consumption without damage)
Hong & Song(2010) 2.

Aggressive behavior(economically rational consumption, commercial ethics, sustainable consumption,
consumption of human rights in contemporary humanity)
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Table 3. Contents Elements of Consumer Living Area from the 1st to 2015 Revised Home Economics Curriculum
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Table 7. The area presented in the textbook of the extracted subject
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