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A Comparative Analysis of Qualitative Research on Experience of
Grandchild Rearing between Grandfamily and Custodial

Grandparents in Korean Journal since 2000

Youngae Lee Eunryoung Bang
Graduate School of Psychotherapy, Department of Child & Adolescent Welfare,
Sookmyung Women’s University Hanseo University

The purpose of this study was to compare with qualitative research articles on the grandparents’
parenting experiences of grandchildren between those with primary responsibility and those with partial
responsibility in Korean Journals since 2000. For the purpose of the study, this study analyzed research
of 43 qualitative research articles(19 grandfamilies, 24 custodial grandparents), with respect to their
objectives, basic annual trends, methodology, subject, category of content. The major findings are as
follows. Firstly, the annual number of articles of grandfamilies are on an decreasing trend, while those of
custodial grandparents are on an increasing trend. Secondly, the phenomenology and interview are
frequently used in research of the two types of family. Thirdly, 6~10 participants were the most
frequent number of participation in all of the family. However, demographics, caring circumstances,
physical circumstances were significantly different in two types of family. Fourthly, caring categories of
contents(the meaning, positive factor, conflict factor and resolution of conflicts) were also similar, while
these were significant diffent in specific psychological experiences in all of the family. Based on the
findings of this comparative study, suggestions for pratical services and implication for future study were

proposed.

Key words : grandfamily, custodial grandparents, grandparents, parental experience, qualitative study
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